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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

Historical Society Board 
 
Mathews County Historical Society recently 
held its annual meeting at Mathews Yacht 
Club Redart. Directors and officers who were 
elected are, seated, vice president Forrest 
Morgan; standing from left, John Caramia, 
president Bobbi Hatton, Al DeWitt, Sandy War-
hol, Tom Karow and treasurer Vicki Carter. 
Board members not pictured are secretary 
Steve Pope and members Reed Lawson, Va-
lerie Lewis, Jerry Ligon and Walt Sampson.  
Mathews County Historical Society was estab-
lished in 1964 and maintains its headquarters 
at the Tompkins Cottage Museum on Brickbat 
Road. 

Underwater archaeological survey  
Gwynn’s Island 
 
During the week of April 23rd, as a precursor to 
“Revolutionary Week” to be held the first week in 
July, the Mathews County Historical Society spon-
sored an underwater survey of the waters around 
Gwynn’s Island, the site of the battle of Cricket Hill. 
Thomas Jefferson drew a map of the battle in 1776. 
The purpose of the survey will be to verify the accu-
racy of the Jefferson map and search for evidence of 
the battle, including sunken vessels. The survey is 
being conducted by Clive Cussler’s National Under-
water Marine Agency (NUMA) and the Saint Augus-
tine Lighthouse and Maritime Museum Archaeology 
Group. Other organizations involved in the effort are 
the Institute of Maritime History and the Archaeolog-
ical Society of Virginia. Locally, the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 66 will supply vessels 
for conducting the survey. The results of the survey 
will be announced during “Revolutionary Week.” 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Bobbi Hatton 
 
Have you seen a strange vessel off the coast around Gwynn’s Island? 
Brenden Burke and his crew from St Augustine, including Clive Cussler’s 
NUMA group (National Underwater Marine Agency), are exploring our 
waters searching for remnants of Lord Dunmore’s ships and anchors. Us-
ing side scanning sonar, the group will use all due diligence to find whatev-
er of the approximately 80 Dunmore ships may still be under the water. 
The Historical Society is sponsoring this event, with many thanks to For-
rest Morgan for arranging the search. 
 
Tompkins Cottage is open for the season! Curator Becky Barnhart has 
done a masterful job creating a working class family’s home. The cottage is 
open from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday through October. Thank you, 
Becky, for all the work over the winter and thank you, Reed, for coordi-
nating our docents!  Want to help? Please contact our Docent Coordina-
tor, Reed Lawson, at reed.lawson8880@gmail.com. Watch for special visi-
tors outside the cottage over the course of the summer. Stop in to tour 
James Store while you’re in town - also open from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. with a 
self-guided tour. 
 
Did you know the Revolution is returning to Mathews? The week of July 
4th will commemorate the 242nd anniversary of the Battle of Cricket Hill, 
a decisive battle in our American Revolution. Lord Dunmore was looking 
for a safe harbor - and did not find it! As he observed General Andrew 
Lewis and his patriots on the shore, Dunmore said they resembled a bunch 
of crickets. The Court House Players will perform the musical “Crickets on 
a Hill”, written by Mathews County resident, the late Judy Ward, on Satur-
day, June 30th and Sunday, July 1st. 
 
The weekend of July 6-7-8 will encompass an encampment and invasion 
reenactment of the Battle of Cricket Hill by the 7th Virginia Regiment of 
the Continental Line. The encampment will be on the site of the Gwynn’s 
Island Civic Center. The battle reenactment will take place on the 6th and 
7th. Our Mathews Memorial Library has added a link on their website to 
all things Battle of Cricket Hill - thanks to the incredible library staff for 
educating all of us. 
 
The Historical Society also is participating in the newly formed Museum 
and Cultural Alliance, working with the other historical groups and muse-
ums in the county - we are eagerly anticipating working with our friends 
and neighbors to increase tourism in our area! 
 
We are thankful for your support and look forward to a most productive 
year - more programs are coming in the fall - we hope you were able to 
enjoy Thomas Jefferson! 
 
Please join us, with your membership and participation in the Historical 
Society events, we are able to do even more to be a relevant part of this 
amazing community! 

2018 
MCHS BOARD 

 
Bobbi Hatton, President 

Forrest Morgan, Vice President 
Steve Pope, Secretary  
Vicki Carter, Treasurer 
John Caramia, Member 

Al DeWitt, Member 
Tom Karow, Member 

Reed Lawson, Member 
Valerie Lewis, Member 

Jerry Ligon, Member 
Walt Sampson, Member 
Sandy Warhol, Member 

 
 
 

Standing Committees 
 

Tom Karow, Archaeology 
Steve Pope, Buildings & Grounds 

Jerry Ligon, Education 
Bobbi Hatton, Membership 
Forrest Morgan, Programs 
Bobbi Hatton, Nominating 
Bobbi Hatton, Publications 

 
 
 

Ad Hoc Committees 
 

Steve Wilson, Editorial 
Steve Pope, Buildings & Grounds 

Reed Lawson, Joint Archival 
Valerie Lewis, Social  

 
 
 

Positions 
 

Reed Lawson, Archivist 
Becky Barnhardt, Curator/Registrar  

Becky Barnhardt, Docent Coordinator 
Reed Lawson & Becky Barnhardt,  

Newsletter 
Bobbi Hatton, Registered Agent 

mailto:reed.lawson8880@gmail.com


  

 

Historic Homes and Properties of Mathews County,  
Virginia – Third in a Series of Five 
Martha W. McCartney 
 
Architectural studies and historical research have been com-
pleted in preparation for publication of the third volume of 
Mathews County’s antebellum historic properties. A succinct 
annotated essay has been written on each of the ten of the 
properties featured. Upon completion of the introduction and 
preface, the full text and illustrations will be sent to the pub-
lisher. Market Days 2018 is the projected release date. Photo 
at right: Eastover’s front façade. 

Thomas Jefferson Comes to Mathews 
 
Thomas Jefferson paid a visit to Mathews County on April 4 for a 
program sponsored by the Mathews County Historical Society. Bill 
Barker, a historical interpreter who portrays Jefferson at Colonial 
Williamsburg, spoke about the events of the summer of 1776—from 
his drafting of the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia to 
the Battle of Cricket Hill. Barker’s visit was part of a series of events 
leading up to “Revolutionary Week” a commemoration of the 242nd 
anniversary of the Battle of Cricket Hill, the final stand of Lord Dun-
more, Virginia’s last royal governor, in and around Gwynn’s Island. 
 

Tompkins Cottage Museum 
Becky Foster Barnhardt 
 
Master cabinetmaker Robert Petersen recently repaired the decayed bottom panels on the main en-
trance door to the Tompkins Cottage Museum. Robert performed the work in his cabinet shop in 
Mathews, assisted by his new apprentice Tom Karow, MCHS Board member.   



  

 

Battle of Cricket Hill 
Courtesy of Mathews Memorial Library 
 
In May 1776, after the burning of Norfolk, Virginia, Lord Dun-
more’s fleet of about 82 ships ran up the Chesapeake Bay and 
set anchor in the waters of Milford Haven and Hills Bay off 
shore of Gwynn’s Island. Dunmore’s ships had hardly dropped 
anchor before men were sent to shore to obtain water, provi-
sions, and build entrenchments. 100 soldiers of the 14th Regi-
ment, 100 marines, 150 volunteers from Norfolk, 50 seamen, 
and about 300 African-Americans were ultimately stationed at 
various points on the island. 

Gwynn’s Island map  
by Thomas Jefferson 
Mathews Archives 
 
Thomas Jefferson, Governor of Virginia, 
made a sketch map of Gwynn's Island 
(undated) identifying the positions of the 
British fleet and breastworks, plantation 
houses of Keeble, Gwynns, and Grymes,  
and position of Continental breastworks at 
Cricket Hill.  
 
Milton Murray II Collection, #8-22, ARCHIVES  Box 19 OV 
Mathews Archives, Mathews Memorial Library 

The island, then owned by Humphrey Gwynn, was inhabited by ten or twelve families. Dunmore seemed pleased with 
his new haven of refuge: 
 
“… there was no place (known to me) that appeared so eligible as the one we now occupy, and indeed so it has proved, 
for a finer harbor never was seen. We found on this Island (which contains two or three and twenty hundred acres of 
land) a considerable quantity of stock of different kinds, with great abundance of fish on all sides of it. The only fault 
that I can find to it, that it lies too near the main, which the Rebels occupy, all around us, as the haven between it and 
the main in some places don’t exceed two hundred yards wide.”1 

 
On the mainland, the patriots led by General Andrew Lewis of Augusta County, threw up earthworks and brought can-
nons for defense of Cricket Hill. Lord Dunmore, who was convinced that the Americans couldn’t overtake his fortified 
position on Gwynn’s Island, dismissively dubbed them “crickets.”2 Lewis noticed on the morning of July 9, that the Dun-
more was exposed to two 18-pound guns and ordered the gunners to open fire at ebb tide. The Dunmore was hit a doz-
en times piercing her hull, killing the boatswain and taking off the leg of a gunner and the arm of a sailor. One canon 
ball entered the cabin, smashed the governor’s china, and sent a splinter into Lord Dunmore’s leg. The Americans 
“fired scarcely a shot that did not find a mark among the ships.”3 The British, without hope of aid, withdrew from 
Gwynn’s Island by July 13 taking the last royal governor from Virginia.  
 
1 Percy B. Caley, Dunmore, Colonial Governor, New York and Virginia, 1770-1782 (unpublished PhD. dissertation, University of Pittsburg Library, 1940), p. 811. 
2  Martha W. McCartney, Mathews County Virginia Lost Landscapes, Untold Stories (Petersburg, Virginia, 2015), p. 206. 
3  Caley, Colonial Governor, New York and Virginia, 1770-1782, p. 835. 



  

 

Battle of Gwynn’s Island  
Mathews Archives 
 
Leicester Journal, September 24, 1776 
An account of Lord Dunmore at Battle of Gwynn's Island.  
Headline: "Dublin, September 23. Extract of a letter from Belfast, to a Merchant in 
this city dated Sept. 19, 1776." 
 
“… that his Lordship was not able to get his fleet out of reach of their guns before 
they set fire to, and destroyed 30 sail; that Lord Dunmore found himself under the 
neceffity of burning 30 sail more, to prevent their falling into the enemy’s hands… 
Lord Dunmore had only 11 of his fleet out of 71 left…” 
 
Margaret Perritt Collection, #114-1, ARCHIVES Box 25 R 
Mathews Archives, Mathews Memorial Library 

HMS Roebuck, frigate, 44-guns, Cmdre [Andrew Snape]  
Hamond. 

Gaze, schooner tender, belonging to the HMS Roebuck. 

HMS Fowey, frigate, 24-guns, Cmdre [George] Montagu. 

Lady Gage, sloop tender, belonging to the HMS Fowey. 

HMS Otter, sloop, 14-guns, Cmdre [Matthew] Squires. 

Fincastle, sloop tender, 12-guns, belonging to the HMS Otter. 

HMS Dunmore, frigate, 4-guns. 

William, 2-guns, a part of the 14th Regt. on board. 

Anna, a part of the 14th Regt on board. 

Dun Luce, occupied by the Queen’s Own Loyal VA Regt. 

Grace a ship owned & occupied by Mr. Fleming and family. 

Levant, a store ship, Governor Eden on board. 

Fincastle brigantine, owned & occupied by Niel Jamieson. 

Dolphin, brigantine, owned & occupied by Hector McAlester. 

Maria, brigantine, occupied by John Allason and family. 

Fanny, brigantine, occupied by Dr. McCaa and family. 

Betsy, brigantine, occupied by Capt. Boynoe and family. 

Betsy, brigantine, occupied by Dr. Coakley and family some-
time with negroes. 
Betsy, brigantine, occupied by Mr. Feener and family. 

A Spanish Snow Prize Master, Super Cargoe, Capt & Crew on 
board. 
Helena, brigantine, belonging to Roger Steuart, occupied as 

prison. 

William & Charles, brigantine, from Barbadoes, on board rum 
and sugar. 
Unicorn, snow, on board of which is a Black Smith Shop. 

Hammond, brigantine, occupied by Mr. John Hunter and Mr. 
Sprowle’s family. 

A List of Ships in Lord Dunmore’s Fleet at Gwynn’s Island, July 10th 17761 
Courtesy of Mathews Memorial Library 
 
The British burned several of their vessels and the Americans captured the sloop tender Lady Charlotte, 3-guns, a 
schooner, and a pilot boat. The following vessels remained after the Battle of Cricket Hill.   

Thomas, schooner, occupied by William Calderhead and  

family. 

Cambell, sloop, occupied by Mr. Farmer and family. 

Peace & Plenty, sloop, owned & occupied by Mr. Eilbeck. 

Lady Augusta, sloop, owned & occupied by Capt. Lowes. 

Lady Gower, sloop tender, Commander John Wilkie. 

Lady Stanly, sloop tender, Commander William Younghus-

band. 

Lady Susan, sloop tender, Commander Bri[d]ger Goodrich. 

Seven sloops occupied by Messrs Spedden and Goodriches 

families. 

Two schooners occupied by John Brown and family. 

Logan, ship owned & occupied by Mr. Logan & family. 

Most of the other Vessels are small craft and occupied by 
trades people & negroes. Vessels that are not fit to go to sea. 
The Lively, frigate, 30 or 36-guns, cruising of[f] the Capes. 

 
1 William Bell Clark, Naval Documents of the American Revolution (Govt. 
Printing Office, 1970) Vol. 5, p. 1021.  



  

 

Mathews Archives 
Reed Lawson 
 
Mathews Archives has recently accessioned the digital scan of the photograph at 
right. Raymond Richard Collins of Cobbs Creek, Private First Class in Company "A", 
318th Infantry 80th Division, went to France in May 1918 and was reported missing 
on October 5, 1918 while engaged in action at the month-long Battle of the Argonne 
Forest. He died from wounds he received and was buried on the battlefield. In Sep-
tember 1921, at the request of his parents, his body was returned to Mathews Coun-
ty. A service was held at Mathews Chapel Church with his family, friends and neigh-
bors in attendance. He was buried with full military honors at Haynes Cemetery. Mr. 
Collins, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Collins of Cobbs Creek, was survived by his par-
ents, his sister and five brothers. The photo was taken at Ft. Lee, Va. in 1917. 
 
Mr. Jack Collins of Cobbs Creek donated the image to the archives. It is housed in the 
Jack Collins Collection, #168-1, and located in Box 115 R in the Herman Hollerith  
Archival Room. 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
 

 
Name ______________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________ Email __________________________________ 
 
I am interested in the following membership:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 
 
I would like to make a gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County history:  
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Lifetime Member of MCHS, $500  
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 
 
I would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds: 
$ ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
$ ________ Archaeology Fund 
$ ________ New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund 
$ ________ Fort Nonsense Fund 
$ ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
$ ________ Publications Fund 
 
$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make check payable to MCHS and 
submit along with this application to: Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | 
Mathews, VA 23109 



  

 

May Faire 2018 
Saturday, May 5th, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Historic Courthouse Green 

 

This year’s event—the second year for the 

festival sponsored by the Mathews Coun-

ty Historical Museum—will highlight 

what was unique about Mathews County 

in the 1950s. 

 

A showcase of this year’s May Faire will 

be an antique car show, featuring local 

vehicles from the 1950s and ’60s on Court 

Street and Brickbat Road. 

 
Volunteers Wanted! 
 
The Mathews County Historical Museum is 
seeking volunteers to participate on the 
Membership Committee, the Special 
Events Committee and the Branding & 
Communications Committee.   
 
If you have an appreciation for historical 
objects and local history, please contact us 
at mchm1791@gmail.com.  

 

Profiles of Honor 
Mobile Tour 

– 

 
 

Revolutionary Week  
Celebrating the 242nd anniversary  

of the Battle of Cricket Hill 
 
 

Crickets on a Hill  
Sat., June 30th, 7 p.m. & Sun., July 1st, 3 p.m. 

Mathews High School Auditorium 
Court House Players Production 
Sponsors: Court House Players and  

the Mathews County Historical Museum 

 
Spectacular Fourth Fireworks   

Wed., July 4th, After dusk 
Mathews High School 

 
Revolutionary War  

Encampment & Reenactment 
7th Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line 

Encampment  
Fri., July 6th | TBA 

Battle Reenactment & Commemoration  
Sat., July 7th | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun., July 8th | 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Gwynn’s Island Civic Center 

Sponsors: 7th Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line  
and the Mathews County Historical Society 

mailto:mchm1791@gmail.com


  

 

2018 Mathews County Museum Calendar 
 

Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Saturdays, April – October   

10 a.m.-1p.m. 
 

Thomas James Store  
Saturdays, April – October  

10 a.m.-1p.m. 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum  
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October  

1-5p.m.  
 

Mathews Maritime Museum   
Fridays & Saturdays, April – October  

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 

Tompkins Cottage Museum 
Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 8th 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2018 Mathews County Events Calendar 
 

May Faire  
Saturday, May 5th | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

Gwynn’s Island Festival 
Saturday, June 23rd | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

Crickets on a Hill  
Saturday, June 30th, 7 p.m. | Sunday, July 1st, 3 p.m. 

 

Spectacular Fourth Fireworks   
Wednesday, July 4th | After dusk 

 

Revolutionary War  
Encampment Fri., July 6th | TBA 

Battle Reenactment & Commemoration  
Sat., July 7th | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sun., July 8th | 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  

 

Profiles of Honor 
Mathews Memorial Library 

Saturday & Sunday, August 4th & 5th | 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 

Mathews Market Days  
Friday & Saturday, September 7th & 8th  | 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

Mathews Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 8th | 1 p.m. 


