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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST

Piracy, Political Intrigue and Human Tragedy: Virginia’s First Africans
Martha W. McCartney, Research Historian, MCHS Life Member

Wednesday, October 2nd | 7 p.m.

Kingston Parish House | 370 Main St. | Mathews, VA

Sharing her discoveries from previously unexamined documents, historian and author Martha
W. McCartney will present her ground-breaking new research from the United Kingdom’s
National Archives on the circumstances surrounding the 1619 arrival of the colony’s first Afri-
cans. This research, conducted in collaboration with the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation,
will inform new gallery content for the Jamestown Settlement museum and will be showcased '
in a book that is to be released in August. et

Martha W. McCartney is a recognized independent research historian who has studied the
people and places of Virginia for almost 50 years. She is author of 12 books and more than
200 published articles, including MCHS Mathews County Virginia: Lost Landscapes, Untold Stories.
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MATHEWS COUNTY Mathews County, Virginia: Lost Landscapes, Untold Stories (2015), describes the county's
- VRGO settlement and development from prehistoric to modern times. This comprehensive history
Lost LANDSCAPES, UNTOLD STORIES . . . .
of Mathews County contains information drawn from local court records, overseas archives,
and records repositories throughout the United States. Although the bulk of Mathews Coun-
ty's antebellum court records were destroyed in 1865, a wealth of reliable information still
exists.

Available at Tompkins Cottage Museum, Mathews County Visitor and Information Center,
and Amazon.



http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org

President’s Message
Bobbi Hatton

Happy summer! | hope we can all take a collective breath and enjoy our
amazing community this season.

We have indeed had a busy spring!

Did you enjoy Music on Maple? We sure did! How can one not enjoy a
gorgeous spring evening with great company, great music, good food and
delicious beverages? Thank you, Emily Allen and the Visitors Center for
partnering with us to host our FIRST annual event. We look forward to
doing this again as we love showing off Thomas James Store and our new
floor.

Our thanks to Dick Waddell for sharing his gorgeous Birdwood for our sol-
stice party - | know you all enjoyed spending some time together - thank
you, Dick!

Reed Lawson and her amazing committee shared six of our historic
Mathews churches with our community. Thank you all for putting together
a seamless day! The weather gods must really like us as we again had a
beautiful day. We look forward to another tour in 2021. Thanks to our
neighbors and friends for sharing their beautiful buildings with all of us.

We have officially adopted Tabernacle Road to keep clean! Our signage
should be up soon - and we’ll be contacting you to help us in this endeav-
or. Our crew cleaned TEN bags of trash along this area during the MCVIC
clean up Mathews day in April. Thanks in advance for your assistance!

Our continued thanks to Becky Barnhardt for managing Tompkins Cottage
- and thank you, Reed Lawson for arranging docents each and every week.
| hope more of our members will join us in sharing this treasure.

I, for one, can hardly wait for October and Martha McCartney’s talk on the
first Africans - we are so lucky to have you, Martha. Thank you for sharing
your vast knowledge with all of us - October 2nd at 7:00 at Kingston Par-
rish House!

Enjoy the rest of our summer - it’s time for family, fun, being outside, and
everything else one treasures.
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In Memoriam

In sadness we remember two MCHS members, past and
present, who have recently passed away. Beth Kloke, of
Hallieford, passed away on May 5, 2019. She and her hus-
band Jack are Lifetime Members of MCHS and ardent sup-
porters of its projects and events. Stuart Allen of Reston
died June 19, 2019. He and his wife Nina were in the pro-
cess of moving back to Mathews when he unexpectedly
passed away. Nina will continue with the move and return
as soon as possible. Stu was past treasurer and president
of MCHS. Our heartfelt condolences to Beth and Stu's fam-
ilies.

Beth Kloke Stuart Allen

MCHS Acquisitions

MCHS has recently acquired a tobacco humidor, hand-painted
by Alice Gath Hudgins (1865-1934) the wife of Mathews’ na-
tive Houlder Hudgins Il (1868-1917).

The humidor was donated by J. William Houlder Hudgins the
grandson of Mrs. Hudgins.

In the past, J. William Hudgins has donated to the MCHS pho-
tographs and letters of the Hudgins’ family, a sterling silver hot
water urn once owned by Houlder Hudgins Il, oil portraits of
his great grandparents Charles Houlder Hudgins and Mar-
garetta Porter, oil portraits of his great great grandparents
Houlder Hudgins Il and Elizabeth Virginia Hunley, and an or-
nate Art Nouveau silver plated platter.

The humidor is on exhibit in the Tompkins Cottage Museum,
43 Brickbat Rd.

Tobacco Humidor, hand-painted with the
initials A.G.H. on the side of the bowl. A
poppies and foliage design encircles the
bowl. The initials HH are hand-painted on
the lid. On the bottom of the bowl is the
pottery mark Imperial with a crown be-
low it and the letters PSL below the
crown. These letters indicate the piece
was manufactured by Pfeiffer & Low-
enstein Factory of Schlackenwerth, Bohe-
mia, Austria which was founded in 1873.
This particular mark was used between
1914 and 1918. The humidoris 4% x 7".




Steamboats
of the
Chesapeake
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From the earliest days in the

second decade of the 19th . e -
Century to their demise in The Old Dominion Steamship Company’s sidewheel steamer “Mobjack” was
the mid-20th Century, built in Newburgh, New York in 1899. The steamer made daily sailings from

Norfolk to Mobjack Bay, stopping at East River wharfs every day, at North and
Severn River wharfs on Monday, Wednesday and Friday; and at Ware River
wharfs on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

steamers played a significant
role in linking sections of
Virginia and Maryland.

The Keansburg Steamboat Company of New Jersey bought the “Mobjack” on
April 14, 1922. She was one of four steamers that provided a regular passenger

schedule from the Battery, New York, down the Raritan Bay to Keansburg, New
Jersey. The “Mobjack” was dismantled on November 17, 1939.

T e

The twin-screw steamer “General Mathews” (formerly “Quaker City”, “Sieur de Montes”, “Major de L’Enfant”) was
built in Philadelphia, Pa. in 1901. The steamer was purchased about 1920 by the Norfolk and Mobjack Bay Steamboat
Company to operate on the Mobjack Bay route. On March 22, 1930, the “General Mathews” burned at Norfolk Ship-
building and Dry Dock Company. The hull was sold for a barge which still kept the name “General Mathews.”
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The steamer “Pocahontas” was built early 1893 by Harlan and Hollingsworth Co. of Wilmington, Delaware for the Vir-
ginia Navigation Company at a cost of $150,000. A steel-hulled vessel, 204 feet in length, 57 feet in beam overall, driv-
en by a vertical beam engine she advertised a top speed of 20 miles per hour and an “elegance unsurpassed on the
Chesapeake. Her interior accommodations boasted a social hall, sunporch, and ladies’ parlor apart from the saloon,
which in itself was an ornamental masterpiece in ivory and gold. There were also private cardrooms and small intimate
parlors draped in silk; grand stairways; and an expensive electric “orchestrion” with the effect of 30 instruments play-

ing poplar music.”



April 27th was Cleanup Mathews Day sponsored by MCVIC.
Pictured on Sibley's porch are, left to right, Hunt Thompson,
Reed Lawson, Mari Gibbs, Bobbi Hatton, Paul Hatton and Jerry
LeHeure. MCHS has now officially adopted Tabernacle Road!
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MCHS Board member Tom Karow explains to Tompkins Cottage
visitors the recovered artifacts at the public wash on Archaeolo-
gy Day, Saturday, June 1st. Thanks to Fairfield Foundation for
suppling the artifacts!

On May 3rd, Music on Maple Avenue was held at the Thomas
James Store. MCHS and MCVIC partnered to present a lively
evening of blue grass music, delicious food and suitable liba-
tions. Quite a success! Shown above is Tara Mills Music.

Capt. George F. McKnight (USN, Ret) addresses visitors to Grace
Providence UMC in Mobjack during the 2019 Historic Church
Tour held June 15th, a most glorious day to drive around
Mathews County.
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President Bobbi Hatton held down the booth at the Gwynn's

Solstice Picnic held on June 22nd at Birdwood on Put-In Creek.
Left to right are Trish Reed, Ray Stubblebine, homeowner Dick
Waddell and Vicki Carter.

Island Festival on June 29. It was a banner day for the society;
over $200 in sales of books and ornaments was realized on a
very warm day.



Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!

Name Phone

Address Email

| am interested in the following membership:
Individual, $35 per year
Couple/Family, $50 per year
Active Duty Military, $15 per year
Student (under 18), FREE
Lifetime Membership, $500

| would like to make a gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County history:
Friend of MCHS, $100
Benefactor of MCHS, $250
Lifetime Member of MCHS, $500
Historian of MCHS, $1000

| would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds:
Mathews Archives Fund

Archaeology Fund

New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund

Fort Nonsense Fund

Thomas James Store Fund

Publications Fund
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TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make check payable to MCHS and
submit along with this application to: Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 |
Mathews, VA 23109

Volunteers

kit

Market Days ¢ Committees
Bobbi Hatton
50558777

bobbi hatt on @g mai |l . chitesiwww.facebook.com/mathewscountyhistoricalsociety/




Mathews County Historical Society, Inc.
P. O. Box 855
Mathews, VA 23109-0855

2019 Mathews County Museum Calendar

Gwynn@ Island Museum
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April — October

2019 Mathews County Events Calendar
1p.m.-5p.m.

Mathews Market Days

Mathews Maritime Museum September 6th & 7th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Fridays & Saturdays, April — October

10a.m-2 p.m. Autumn on Main and Vintage Market

Thomas James Store Saturday, October 5th | 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Saturdays, April — October

. . Lichti
10 a.m.-1p.m. Community Christmas Tree Lighting

Saturday, December 1st | 5 p.m.

Tompkins Cottage Museum

Saturdays, April — October Christmas Farmers Market

Saturday, December 14th | 9 am.-1 p.m.

10a.m.-1 p.m.
Mathews Market Days Mathews Christmas Parade
September 6th & 7th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, December 14" | 1 p.m
Holiday Open House Y p.m.

Saturday, December 14"
10a.m.-1 p.m.




