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Tompkins Cottage

The government of Mathews County purchased the Mil-
ler home from S. P. James in 1964, intending to use the
property as office space and a parking area.

Local citizens and civic groups, concerned that the his-
toric building might be moved or razed, took action to
ensure its preservation. In 1967 the Mathews County
Board of Supervisors agreed.

Architectural historians and documentary research de-
termined that the building had come into existence by
1820. Because it had once been owned by Colonel Chris-
topher Tompkins, a prominent community member, the
Mathews County Historical Society decided to call it the
Tompkins Cottage.

In 1968 MCHS volunteers began raising the funds that
were needed to preserve the Tompkins Cottage. The
Society was granted a 25-year lease for the building in
February 1969 and has maintained it ever since.

Thomas James Store

The Thomas James Store building was donated to the
Mathews County Historical Society by Michael and Lisa
Brown, then-owners of Sibley’s Store and the lot on
which the store was located. In 2008 the Mathews
County Visitor and Information Center purchased the
property from Mr. Brown and in 2011 MCHS bought the
land on which the store is now located. Historical socie-
ty members Graham Hood, Jack Caldwell and the late
Frank Lansinger were highly instrumental in seeing that
the James Store was preserved. Graham chaired the
fundraising committee that raised the money needed to
convert the abandoned store into an interpretive facili-

ty.

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation experts determined
the store was constructed circa 1820, a date that is cor-
roborated by documentary sources. According to CWF
architectural historians, "Only a handful of stores laid
out on this plan survive... its preservation should be en-
couraged for its rarity and for the insights it offers into
early commercial building practices." The Virginia De-
partment of Historic Resources has referred to the store
as a "gem." Itis on the National Register of Historic Plac-
es and the Virginia Landmarks Register.
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President’s Message
Reed Lawson

Such unprecedented times! It's hard to fathom what our county and coun-
try are presently experiencing. We are so blessed here in Mathews County
to be on the gentle side of the coronavirus pandemic.

In accord with Gov. Ralph Northam's until-June 10th-shutdown order, the
historical society has postponed the openings of Tompkins Cottage Muse-
um and Thomas James Store Museum for the 2020 season until such time
as the restrictions have been lifted. With the openings of the museums
and the resumption of the Mathews Farmers' Market on the Historic Court
Green, the society will launch Historic Homes and Properties of Mathews
County, Virginia Pre-Civil War Fourth in the Series of Five. It is quite ex-
citing to add ten more homes to the body of knowledge. Work is under-
way on Book Five. Plans, pre-pandemic, were to launch this last volume in
time for Christmas.

Tompkins Cottage and Thomas James Store are celebrating their 200th
anniversaries this year! Sandy Warhol and her committee are preparing a
commemoration for the Saturday of Mathews Market Days. Quite a mile-
stone for two of the oldest structures in the county!

We welcome new board members Martha McCartney and Wendy Super
into the Class of 2022 and Nancy Twigg filling a term in the Class of 2020.
Thank you for your willingness to help continue the important work of the
society. Also, my thanks to Vicki Carter and John Caramia whose three-
year terms were completed. Their input and guidance have been invalua-
ble. Sandy Warhol, Trish Reed and Hunt Thompson agreed to stand for
election as officers for 2020. Of course, they were unanimously approved.
Thank you for accepting these roles.

AND, special recognition to Bobbi Hatton who led us so aptly during the
last two years. Thankfully, she acquiesced to another three-year term, so
we won't lose her expertise and talents.

My best wishes to all as we navigate uncertain waters, remain flexible and
stay put and stay well!
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Bobbi Hatton
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Martha McCartney
Wendy Super

Standing Committees
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Ad Hoc Committees
Martha McCartney, Editorial Board
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Kathy Yent, Ornaments
Linda Bradford, Social
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Reed Lawson, Archivist
Becky Barnhardt, Curator
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Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter
Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent
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MCHS Annual Dinner — MCHS recently held its annual meeting at Kingston Parish House,
Mathews. Directors and officers who were elected are pictured left to right: Tom Karow, Bobbi
Hatton, secretary Trish Reed, Nancy Twigg, vice president Sandy Warhol, president Reed Law-
son, treasurer Hunt Thompson, Ray Stubblebine and Martha McCartney. Absent when picture
was taken: Linda Bradford, Al DeWitt and Wendy Super.

Thomas James Store

MCHS contracted with Roger Hubbard to replace the
deteriorating weatherboard and to clean and paint the
exterior of the store. The work was accomplished the
first part of April in beautiful spring weather.

In Memoriam

Longtime historical society member Paul E. Zahn passed
away Wednesday, April 8, 2020, at his beloved Folly
Farm in Mathews. Paul, who was multitalented, was a
former merchant seaman, Navy and commercial pilot,
lawyer, and avid sailing enthusiast. He and his wife Jack-
ie graciously opened their home for the society’s Histor-
ic House Tour in 2013. Our heartfelt condolences to
Jackie and family. Pax vobiscum.




Historic Homes

and Properties of
Mathews County, Virginia
Pre-Civil War

Fourth in a Series of Five
MCHS publication

Auburn
Erected circa 1824 by Dr. Henry Wythe Tabb. Home of

Claude S. Hornsby Il and his wife, Lynn.

Augustine Diggs House — Pear Tree Hall Augustine F. Hudgins House
Built circa 1762 by Augustine and Mary Diggs. Home of Built circa 1825-1840 by the estate of Thomas Lily or

John D. and Valerie Ripley Bass. William Brooks. Home of Robert L. Petersen.

L -

Cedar Grove — Cedar Croft — Williams House Gwynnville
Built circa 1840 by Thomas Williams, Jr. Home of William Built circa 1859 by George A. Hilton. Home of Jerry A.
T. and Susan B. Eley. and Cheryl Ligon.



Henry Sibley House
Built circa 1820-mid-1830s by George and Elizabeth
Lewis. Home of Ralph W. Johnson.

Isleham
Built circa 1840 by Wade Mosby. Owned by Isleham Lim-
ited Partnership.

Seaford
Built circa 1826 by Thomas Hudgins. Owned by John A.
and Rosalind R. Nygren.

Hyco — Haiku House
Built circa 1836-1837 by William Smith Tod. Home of
Samuel Forrest.

Lilly House
Built circa 1828 for Richard Lilly’s widow Elizabeth.
Owned by William C. and Diana McDonald.

A book launch for Historic Homes and Properties of

Mathews County, Virginia Pre-Civil War, volume 4, will
be held on a Saturday at the Tompkins Cottage Museum
when the COVID-19 Stay at Home Order has been lifted.

During the launch, the homeowners will be recognized
and presented complimentary copies of the book.

The book will then be available for purchase at the
Tompkins Cottage Museum, the Mathews County Visitor
& Information Center and online at Amazon.com. The
cost is $11.95.



Out of the Mathews Archives —Donk’s-Bar-B-Q

In late 1936, W. C. (“Donk”) Dunton and his wife Mary opened Donk’s Bar-B-Q, which stood at the corner of Rt. 198
and Rt. 223 in Hudgins. It quickly became one of the most popular gathering places in Mathews County and was the
first drive-in barbeque in the tri-county area (Mathews, Middlesex, and Gloucester) to have large outdoor speakers
that blared out country music during operating hours. Donk’s Bar-B-Q was expanded twice in order to accommodate its

growing number of customers.

Donk's-Bar-B-Q, undated photograph.

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
MCHS Clean-up Day
May 16th @ 8 a.m.

Tabernacle Rd. from Rt. 14 to two miles east.

Meet in Riverside Convalescent Center parking lot,
603 Main St., Mathews, Virginia
Bring grabbers, nets, gloves and wear suitable clothes,
like Guinea boots!
Contact: Reed Lawson 804-725-3375

SUMMER SOLSTICE,
PARTY

MCHS MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL GATHERING

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, JUNE. 20TH | 5 P.M.
LocATION TO BE DETERMINED

MCHS PROVIDES FRIED CHICKEN AND BEVERAGES.
PLEASE BRING A SAVORY OR SWEET DISH TO SHARE,
AND BRING A LAWN CHAIR TOO!

VP By MonDAY, JUNE 15TH TO LINDA BRADFORD
LINDA . SMITHBRADFORD@GMAIL.COM OR 804-690-3930




Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!

Name Phone
Address
Email
IT'S TIME!
Date /"\,

| am interested in the following membership:
Individual, $35 per year
Couple/Family, $50 per year

____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year DON'T DELAY, RENEW

Student (under 18), FREE YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Lifetime Membership, $500 TODAY!

| would like to make an additional gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County
history:

Friend of MCHS, $100

Benefactor of MCHS, $250

Historian of MCHS, $1000

| would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds:

S Mathews Archives Fund

S New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund
S Thomas James Store Fund

S Publications Fund

S TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:
Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109




Mathews County Historical Society, Inc.
P. O. Box 855
Mathews, VA 23109-0855

2020 Mathews County Museum Calendar
As our community is dealing with social distancing due to
the rising concerns of Coronavirus (COVID-19), the following
museums are closed until further notice.

Gwynn’s Island Museum
Mathews Historical Museum
Mathews Maritime Museum

Thomas James Store

Tompkins Cottage Museum

2020 Mathews County Events Calendar

Mathews Market Days
Friday, September 11th | 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
Saturday, September 12th | 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

Music on Maple
Friday, Oct. 2nd | 6—9 p.m.

Thanksgiving Farmers Market
Saturday, November 21st | 9a.m.— 1 p.m.

Christmas Farmers Market
Saturday, December 12th | 9a.m.—1 p.m.

Mathews Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 12th | 1 p.m.



