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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

Fourth in the Historic Home Series Released 
 
The fourth book in the series Historic Homes and Properties of Mathews County, Virginia Pre-Civil War was launched 
Saturday, June 27 at 11:00 in the morning. 
 
This volume includes ten historic properties: Auburn, Augustine Diggs House, Augustine F. Hudgins House, Cedar 
Grove, Gwynnville, Henry Sibley House, Hyco/Haiku House, Isleham, Lilly House and Seaford. This series documents 
early properties of Mathews that are architecturally and historically noteworthy. 
 
The launch had been scheduled for April 4th, opening day of the Tompkins Cottage and Thomas James Store museums 
but was delayed due to the governor's stay-at-home order which prohibited gatherings of this sort. 
 
This newest book, as well as all publications of the historical society, is available at Tompkins Cottage Museum during 
open hours, at MCVIC and online at Amazon.com.  

Four homes were represented at the Book 4 launch. Left to right are Diana McDonald of Lilly House, Sarah 
and Mary Doss of Isleham, Lynn and Chip Hornsby of Auburn and Robert Petersen of Augustine F. Hudgins 
House. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
So many changes, fits and starts, disappointments and blessings that we, 
here in Mathews, have faced quite well in our collision with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
I am delighted that, in the new normal of cancellations right and left, the 
society was able to open our two museums, Tompkins Cottage and Thom-
as James Store to the public. June 27th we gathered to usher in the 2020 
season. We welcomed in about 40 visitors to the Cottage that Saturday 
and seven more on Sunday for a special tour. Almost $500 worth of books 
and ornaments were sold. Quite a lovely weekend! Many thanks to do-
cents Bobbi Hatton, Martha McCartney, Trish Reed and Steve Pope for 
their help in setting up and greeting visitors for their self-guided tours. 
And, as always, Curator Becky Barnhardt has excelled in another fresh ap-
proach - new exhibits - to the Cottage. 
 
To make June 27th even more special, Historic Homes and Properties of 
Mathews County, Virginia Pre-Civil War Fourth in a Series of Five was 
launched after a three-month delay. Homeowners from four of the fea-
tured homes were able to join us for the event. Our thanks to them for 
their graciousness in allowing the society to feature their homes and for 
being with us on such a warm day! 
 
Martha McCartney, Becky Foster Barnhardt and Dr. Carl Lounsbury have 
begun analyzing, researching and writing the manuscript for volume five, 
the last in the series. The target release date is April 3, opening day for the 
museums in 2021. We have contacted the publisher to fabricate a sleeve 
to package the five volumes which can be sold separately for those who 
have purchased individual books all along or for the society to start selling 
all five together.  
 
My thanks go out to Trish Reed for keeping track of our publications as 
Inventory Control Officer as well as Amazon Sales Distribution Officer. 
And, she is establishing the society as a beneficiary of the Amazon Smile 
Program. She wears many hats, all very well! 
 
It was a disappointment to cancel the June Summer Solstice party to be at 
Linda and Gray Bradford's home, and then to hear that Mathews Market 
Days is suspended. This two-day festival accounts for most of the yearly 
total of visitors to the Cottage as well as high sales of our publications and 
ornaments. The society, as with other local organizations and business, 
will continue to be affected by the pandemic. 
 
We're ever hopeful that Music on Maple Avenue will remain on the calen-
dar. This is the fundraiser we co-sponsor with MCVIC that's held at Thom-
as James Store the first Friday in October. Fingers are crossed! 
 
Stay well...and sane...and careful!  

MCHS BOARD 

Reed Lawson, President 
Sandy Warhol, Vice President 

Trish Reed, Secretary  
Hunt Thompson, Treasurer 

 
Class of 2020 

Linda Bradford  
Tom Karow 

Nancy Twigg 
Sandy Warhol 

 
Class of 2021 

Al DeWitt 
Hunt Thompson 

Trish Reed 
Ray Stubblebine 

 
Class of 2022 
Bobbi Hatton 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
Wendy Super 

 
Standing Committees 
Tom Karow, Education 

Ray Stubblebine, Buildings & Grounds 
Becky Barnhardt, Market Days 
Hunt Thompson, Membership 

TBD, Nominating 
Linda Bradford, Programs 

Bobbi Hatton & Trish Reed, Publications 
TBD, Publicity 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Martha McCartney, Editorial Board 
Reed Lawson, Joint Archival 

Kathy Yent, Ornaments 
Linda Bradford, Social  

 
Positions 

Reed Lawson, Archivist 
Becky Barnhardt, Curator  

Wendy Super, Docent Coordinator 
Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter 

Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent 
Becky Barnhardt, Webmaster 



  

 

Seldon Taylor Tompkins died May 24, 2020, at his home Ditchley Pointe on the North-
ern Neck. He was the son of Rhoda and Bill Tompkins who retired to Mathews County 
and were active members of MCHS. Seldon was the great-great-grandson of Christo-
pher Tompkins for whom Tompkins Cottage is named. He was predeceased by his 
brother and former society member Hugh in 2018. Among artifacts given to the society 
are Tompkins Family treasures located in the Cottage and in Mathews Archives. Our 
heartfelt condolences to his wife Donna and family. 

Seldon Taylor Tompkins 

Emergency Supplemental Historic Preservation Funds 
 
The Virginia Department of Historic Resources is offering opportunities to historic properties 
in designated counties and cities which were impacted by Hurricanes Florence and Michael in 
2018 or which may be in danger from future storms of that magnitude or higher. The society 
applied to elevate Tompkins Cottage (with county approval and guidance) and Thomas James 
Store above the reach of flood waters and was approved for Step 1, showing merit in pro-
ceeding with the projects. It is now involved in the Step 2 Phase which outlines the details of 
the work to be done. July 9, 2020 is the deadline, with the decision on which projects are 
awarded the funds to come at a later date this summer. A large number of applications have 
been received by DHR, vying for the $4+ million in federal monies available. 

Richard Howard Sadler 

200th Anniversary Celebration 
Sandy Warhol 
 
The committee to plan an appropriate commemoration for the 200th anniversaries of Tompkins Cottage and Thomas 
James Store will review options at its next meeting. Plans were progressing to hold the official ceremony on the Satur-
day of Mathews Market Days. With the cancellation of this year’s festival, the schedule will have to be rearranged. On 
order are bronze plaques for each building designating them as approved for the Virginia Landmarks Register and the 
National Register of Historic Places. In addition, interpretive signage for both sites is being discussed to be placed at a 
future date. 

In Memoriam 

Richard Howard Sadler, the last surviving charter member of Mathews County Histori-
cal Society, passed away Friday, April 17, 2020 at the age of 88 at his beloved home 
Irvinville in Mathews Court House. He was predeceased by his wife Virginia Dare Hudg-
ins Sadler in 2007 and is survived by family in Mathews County, Roz White of Washing-
ton, D.C. and Gwynn, and by his nephew Robert Tyler White and his wife Annette 
Breingan of Pleasanton, Ca., longtime members of MCHS. Richard was last able to join 
us for the 50th Anniversary celebration of the founding of the society in 2014. What a 
special event that was! We extend our sincere condolences to family and friends. 



  

 

Crossing the 
Piankatank 
 
In 1911, James Andrew Twigg, a boat builder, 
established a ferry service between Green Point 
Wharf in Mathews County and Wilton Point in 
Middlesex County across the Piankatank River. 
 
Twigg’s ferries, the “Captain John Smith” and 
“Miss Washington”, used a barge-type ferry pow-
ered by a motorboat secured alongside. The ser-
vice was run on a 24-hour basis, and whenever 
anyone needed to cross a flag was raised or a bell 
rung. In 1939, when the state highway depart-
ment took over the service, a housed-in diesel-
powered ferry with a capacity of eleven cars was 
added, and the ferry stopped running after mid-
night. 
 
With a steady increase of fast-moving traffic 
throughout the commonwealth, construction 
bids for a bridge were instituted in May, 1951. 
Work on the bridge began in July, 1951, and it 
took two years to complete. 
  
The new million dollar bridge, opened on Sep-
tember 23, 1953, was named the John Andrew 
Twigg Memorial Bridge in honor of the man who 
founded the ferry service.  
 

 



  

 

The half-mile-long bridge was started in July, 1951, designed by Hardesty & Hanover of New York, but because of struc-
tural steel shortages due to the Korean War, work was delayed for nearly a year, from May, 1952, to March, 1953.  

The John Andrew Twigg Memorial Bridge was dedicated on September 23, 1953, with a ceremonial unveiling. A parade 
of vehicles was led across from Mathews to the Middlesex side by the Middlesex High School band where the ceremo-
ny was repeated. 



  

 

Historic Home Series — MCHS Publications 
 
These four volumes of a five book series each highlight ten pre-Civil War homes in Mathews County, Virginia. The 
books are available at the Tompkins Cottage Museum, the Mathews County Visitor & Information Center and online at 
Amazon.com. Softcover, 40 pp. $11.95 each. 

Historic Homes and Properties of Mathews County, Virginia Pre-Civil War 

Volume 1, (2009) 
Carobian (Sibley Farm) • Fountain Green • Magnolia • Milford II (William Penn Hudgins House)  

Old Pine (John Warner Borum House) • Palace Green (Francis Armistead House)  
R-R Retreat Acres (Archibald Taylor Hudgins House) • Seth Foster House  

Whitfield Landing (Jesse Hudgins House) • Williamsdale (Riverlawn) 

 
 

Volume 2, (2013) 
Bellevue • Brunson’s Landing (Jesse Thomas House) • Edwards Hall (Bohannon Place/Hurricane Hall II) 

Pleasant View (Tynant) • Poplar Grove • Ransone House (Rebel Yell) • Springdale • Sutherland (Shadecliff) 
 Watcombe Manor • White Dog Bistro (Lane Hotel/Bailey Hudgins’ House/Bullfrogs & Butterflies/White Dog Inn) 

 
 

Volume 3, (2018) 
Alexander James House • Bayview (Batavia) • Belmont • Eastover (Sandberg House/East End)  

Folly Farm • Miles-Gamble House • Milford (Billups House) • Oakland • Tompkins Cottage • Willow Grove 
 
 

Volume 4, (2020) 
Auburn • Augustine Diggs House (Pear Tree Hall) • Augustine F. Hudgins House  

Cedar Grove (Cedar Croft/Williams House) • Gwynnville • Henry Sibley House  
Hyco (Haiku House) • Isleham • Lilly House • Seaford 



  

 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 

 
 

Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ 
 
Date_________________________________ 
 
 
I am interested in the following membership:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 
 
 
I would like to make an additional gift to the preservation, collection & interpretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 
 
 
I would like to make a contribution to one of the following designated funds: 
$ ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
$ ________ New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Fund 
$ ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
$ ________ Publications Fund 
 
 
$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 



  

 

2020 Mathews County Museum Calendar 

 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum 
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, until October 31st 

1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Friday & Saturday, December 11th & 12th 

9:30 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
 

Mathews Maritime Museum 
Fridays & Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 

Thomas James Store 
Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. –  1 p.m. 
 

Tompkins Cottage Museum 
Saturdays, until October 31st 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Saturday, November 21st & December 12th 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2020 Mathews County Events Calendar 

 
 

Mathews Market Days 
CANCELLED 

 
Music on Maple 

Friday, Oct. 2nd | 6 – 9 p.m. 
 

Thanksgiving Farmers Market 
Saturday, November 21st | 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 
Christmas Farmers Market 

Saturday, December 12th | 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 

Mathews Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 12th | 1 p.m. 

 
 


