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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

Peggy of New Point, Virginia, owned by Mathews 
Maritime Foundation. 

Chesapeake Bay Buyboat Parade 
 
Hudgins Horn Harbor Marina sponsored the Horn Harbor Buyboat 
Reunion the weekend of August 6-8, 2021. The marina was the last 
leg in the Chesapeake Bay Buyboat Association’s annual cruise, in-
volving both Northern and Southern Fleets this year. Starting in Ur-
banna, twelve boats arrived that Friday afternoon traveling in parade 
formation from Poquoson. The event coincided with the August 7th 
National Lighthouse Day and the anniversary of Earl L. Soles, Jr. Day 
in Mathews County. 
 

Charlottesville wildlife photographer Doug Rogers, who frequently 
visits Mathews County, returned to record the procession as it 
passed New Point Comfort Lighthouse – as closely as possible. With 
his bevy of drones and hand-held cameras, he captured several boats 
depicted as well as the fleet docked at the marina for the weekend. 
Aiding Doug in his pursuits were Organizer Dennis Baker, Boat Cap-
tain Danny Webster, First Mate Dylan White and Stan Allen, oversee-
ing it all. He has graciously given the society permission to use his 
photos taken that weekend and plans to return for the relighting, 
now scheduled for mid-October. 

Linda Carol of Bavon, Virginia, Captain Bill Mullis. 

Nellie Crockett of Georgetown, Maryland and Mob-
jack of Hayes, Virginia, owner Richard Green. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
Much has — and hasn’t — happened since the summer newsletter. We’ve 
moved into fall with no clear idea when we can return to “normal” – with 
lectures, programming, tours and social events. The society and MCVIC 
are cancelling fundraiser Music on Maple; we’re postponing lectures. The 
publication of Book 5 of the historic homes series is delayed. Tompkins 
Cottage tours are self-guided. Our party scheduled for mid-October will be 
rescheduled. And our board meetings are still on Zoom! 
 
On the what-has-happened side of the equation, the new lighthouse orna-
ment is selling quite well. In honor of National Lighthouse Day and the an-
niversary of Earl L. Soles, Jr. Day on August 7, the society published an 
eight-page supplement in the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal in 
recognition of the restoration. The other historical-interest groups in the 
area partnered with us in offsetting the cost.  
 
Another plus, we recognized in the newspaper the steadfast keepers of 
the lighthouse – the 1976 county Committee to Preserve New Point Com-
fort Lighthouse, the 1998 Lantern Committee which relit the lantern in 
1999 and the New Point Comfort Lighthouse Preservation Task Force, a 
society committee initiated by Earl Soles in 2001, which oversaw the latest 
restoration. 
 
On the horizon, the society will be working with Hampton University/
University of Virginia which plans to conduct a summer field school study-
ing Antioch and Zion Baptist Churches. Additionally, board members Ray 
Stubblebine and Martha McCartney are investigating commemorating 
Mathews Civil War contrabands with a state highway marker.  
 
Thomas James Store is still in the preliminarily-approved category for re-
ceiving the grant to raise the store. Steve Pope has assumed the role of 
curator of the store. My thanks to him; it may become one of those full-
time volunteer positions. 
 
While I’m thanking people working diligently while ‘nothing is happening’, 
I’ll include Becky Barnhardt for her tireless talents handling the website, 
Facebook and the newsletter. Bobbi Hatton has taken on the highway 
marker project honoring the WW II US Army camp at New Point for which 
a donation has been received. Martha McCartney is steering the next (and 
last) historic homes book. Trish Reed is keeping track of book inventory 
and smile.Amazon sales – a thankless job! And, thanks to Dennis Baker for 
his inspiration and guidance in honoring Earl Soles and assuring MCHS 
holds its place in its commitment to the lighthouse. 
 
Thanks, everyone, for your support and validation. Stay well and wash 
your hands! 

MCHS BOARD 

Reed Lawson, President 
Martha McCartney, Vice President 

Trish Reed, Secretary  
Hunt Thompson, Treasurer 

 
Class of 2021 

Al DeWitt 
Trish Reed 

Ray Stubblebine 
Hunt Thompson 

 
Class of 2022 
Liz Bateman 
Bobbi Hatton 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
 

Class of 2023 
Tom Karow 
Mary Pope 

Nancy Twigg 
 

Standing Committees 
Tom Karow, Education 

TBD, Buildings & Grounds 
Becky Barnhardt, Market Days 
Hunt Thompson, Membership 

Nancy Twigg, Nominating 
Bobbi Hatton, Programs 

Bobbi Hatton & Trish Reed, Publications 
Becky Barnhardt, Publicity 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Martha McCartney, Editorial 
Becky Morgan, Ornaments 

TBD, Social  
 

Positions 
Reed Lawson, Archivist 

Becky Barnhardt, Curator Tompkins Cottage  
Steve Pope, Curator James Store 

Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator 
Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter 

Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent 
Becky Barnhardt, Webmaster & FaceBook 

Admin 



  

 

In Memoriam    
 
It is with great respect that we celebrate the life of honorary lifetime member and former 
board member Graham S. Hood, who passed away September 6, 2021, at his home in 
Gloucester. 
 
Graham initiated the conservation, preservation and exhibit development of the 200-year-old 
Thomas James Store located on Maple Avenue behind the visitor center. In 2006, Graham be-
gan working with his Colonial Williamsburg Foundation colleagues in determining the histori-
cal value of this historic building. With their guidance, the store was placed on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register in June 2007, and the National Register of Historic Places in March of 
2008. 
 
Graham chaired the Thomas James Store Committee of the MCHS Board of Directors beginning in January of 2009 and 
became the project manager, seeking funding from charitable organizations and from private donors. He orchestrated 
the permitting process, the hiring and daily oversight of work performed and acquiring the land on which the store sits. 
He collaborated with Mathews Memorial Library, the Friends of MML and Mathews County Visitor and Information 
Center to guarantee MCHS and the store remained good neighbors. The formal opening of the store to the public was 
held in May of 2013. Graham was the force that assured Thomas James Store retained its place in history as “one of a 
small handful of the best preserved old stores in the South” according to CWF’s architectural historian at the time, Wil-
lie Graham. 
 
Please take the time to view Graham’s profound vision and accomplishments at the store, which is open on Saturday’s 
from 10:00 a.m. until 1 p.m. through October or by appointment. AND, refer to the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-
Journal to read the account of Graham’s remarkable career and amazing story. Our heartfelt condolences to Gale and 
family. 
 
Pax vobiscum. 
 
 
Out of the Mathews Archives 
 
In the early 1960s, Mrs. Josephine Strongin setup the May Cove perfume facto-
ry in a 10 x 15 foot former smokehouse in the Glebe area of Mathews County. 
 
The first product Mrs. Strongin produced at her tiny factory was a wild rose fra-
grance named “Eau de May Cove.” The perfume was so true to the fragrance of 
the wild rose it was ordered in quantity for distribution at the American Rose 
Society convention in June 1963. 
 
In addition to the wild rose perfume, May Cove manufactured fragrances such as Lily of the Valley, Yellow Rose, Lilac, 
Holly, and Violets (pictured). The perfumes were sold at gift shops in Mathews, and elsewhere in Virginia, with orders 
as far away as Denmark and Hawaii. 
 
Inside the perfume box was a 2 7/8 inches square leaflet which included the following text:  
 

“For fragrance like nature itself beyond whim and fashion, MAY COVE prefers the beauty of natural 
flowers. As purely as possible we capture their essence in colognes and perfumes of rare quality. 
 
Our small manufactory stands among cottonwood and mimosa trees on the shore of an inlet of Mob-
jack Bay in Tidewater, Virginia. In season, music to work by is 'piped' to us by Mockingbird. 
 
Here we blend carefully by hand, and carefully age, and carefully bottle flower fragrances of great fidel-
ity. 
 
If you would like to receive notice of our fragrances as they are created, or if you have favorite flowers 
we may already hold in glass, we invite you to write us. May Cove, Mathews, Virginia.”  



  

 

Virginia Oyster Navy 
Chesapeake Bay Oyster Wars: Tongers vs the Dredgers 

The Virginia Oyster Navy was established in 1884 after decades of vio-
lent clashes between the shallow-water tongers and the deep-water 
dredgers, both of which were harvesting oysters from the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries. The over-harvesting of oysters, one of the re-
gion’s most valuable and marketable natural resources, had depleted 
them, leaving few for reproduction.  
  
During its 1883-84 session, the Virginia Assembly created the Board on 
the Chesapeake and its Tributaries to oversee the oyster industry. The 
Board, over which Governor William E. Cameron presided, included 
Auditor of Public Accounts Colonel Morton Marye, and State Treasurer 
Isaac R. Barksdale. Together, they took steps to procure a steamer and 
three sailing vessels that were fully equipped and armed. They also 
appointed the vessels’ captains, who were to be experienced seamen, 
“acquainted with the waters of the Chesapeake and its tributaries.” 
One captain was to be designated Captain-in-Chief. The crewmen the captains employed were subject to Board ap-
proval. The public treasury was authorized to provide $30,000 to $45,000 for the purpose of purchasing or chartering 
Virginia’s oyster fleet.  
  
The Board wasted no time in seeking proposals for construction of a steamer of a specific type. Its general dimensions 
were to be “length on deck, 110 feet; length on load-line, 100 feet; extreme beam, 20 feet; depth of hold amid-ship, 9 
1/2 feet; load-draft of water-aft, with coal supply, 8 feet.” The maximum speed of the steamer was to be guaranteed at 
fourteen miles per hour. On March 23, 1884, William A. Graves, of Norfolk was awarded a contract which authorized 
him to build and outfit the steamer for $30,585.82. The boat was to be named Chesapeake and its crew was to be 
“uniformed after the United States navy service.” 
  
Although the Board was authorized to acquire three sailing vessels, it opted to lease only two. On December 16, 1884, 
the Board leased from Edward J. Corbin of Accomack County, the schooner Wm. S. Rogers. Ten days later it leased the 
schooner C. Kern from Captain John S. Gaskins of Northampton County. Both schooners were placed under the supervi-
sion of a Mathews County native, Captain Seth Foster of the steamer Chesapeake. Their captains also were subject to 
the orders of the Board. By February 1891, the Board had purchased and renamed both schooners. The C. Kern became 
the Pocomoke and the Wm. S. Rogers was renamed the Tangier. Both sailing vessels’ names reflected where they were 
stationed. The Virginia oyster steamer Chesapeake was launched at the Graves’ ship-yard in Norfolk on September 13, 
1884. Isaac Smith, of Richmond, broke the traditional bottle of wine, christening her the Chesapeake by request of Gov-
ernor Cameron. 

  
Captain Seth Foster became the Virginia Oyster Navy’s first Captain-in
-Chief and held this position until his death aboard ship on August 1, 
1893, at which point first mate W. H. Phillips took charge. On Septem-
ber 24, 1893, Captain William E. Hudgins, a Mathews County native, 
was chosen to fill the remainder of Captain Foster’s term, which ex-
pired on March 1, 1894; he was re-elected. The Chesapeake’s crew 
included three Mathews County men, chief engineer Daniel S. Leffler, 
assistant engineer Edwin Foster, and first mate W. H. Phillips. Also 
aboard were second mate William Knight, five seamen, two firemen, 
one cook, and one steward.  

Oyster tongers circa 1880 

Oyster pirates dredging at night circa 1884 



  

 

Captains of the Chesapeake 

 
Captain Seth Foster (1822-1893) was the son of sea captain Isaac Foster and his first wife Mary ‘Polly’ Miller. Isaac later 
became keeper of New Point Comfort Lighthouse. Captain Foster was employed for 13 years by Hardy & Brothers, of 
Norfolk. He commanded the brig Brothers, the bark Hahnamann, and the ships Currituck and North Carolina. In May 
1861, while he was in command of the ship North Carolina, he was captured by a Federal man-of-war off Cape Henry 
and his ship sold as a prize. He went to sea after the war, but spent most of his time in the bay engaged in the oyster 
trade.   
  
Captain William E. Hudgins (1838-1920) became one of Norfolk’s prominent citizens. When the Civil War broke out, he 
was serving as a lieutenant in the U. S. Revenue service but resigned to serve in the Confederate Navy and Army. He 
was wounded and captured but finally paroled. After the war, he served as a lieutenant in the Columbian and Peruvian 
navies. He later returned to Norfolk where he became collector of customs. He resigned to assume charge of the Vir-
ginia Oyster Navy. He eventually became Harbor Master of the port of Norfolk and served until death. 

Seth Foster. Courtesy of Tricia Miles. William E. Hudgins. The Times 
(Richmond, Va.). 

Chesapeake of the Virginia Oyster Navy. Courtesy of Becky Foster Barnhardt. 



  

 

Grave Marker Unveiling Ceremony 
 
The Richard Henry Lee Chapter and Thomas Nelson, Jr. Chapter of the Virginia Society, 
Sons of the American Revolution will hold a grave marker unveiling ceremony at the 
Williams family cemetery (62 Williamsdale Lane, Mathews  off Williams Wharf Road) 
on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 3 p.m. to honor two patriots — Samuel Williams and 
John Richards.  
 
Attendees and participants will include Jeff Thomas, President of the Virginia Society, 
Sons of the American Revolution; representatives from the Richard Henry Lee Chapter 
SAR and Thomas Nelson, Jr. Chapter SAR; the Cricket Hill and Cobbs Hall Chapters of 
Daughters of the American Revolution; Mathews Memorial Library; and Mathews 
County Historical Society, among others.  
 
The ceremony will include participation of the Virginia SAR Color Guard, in period uni-
form, and presentation of wreaths from various SAR/DAR organizations. The ceremo-
ny is open to the public. 

Boat Building & Restoration 
 
Mathews Maritime Foundation will have boat restoration, repair, and 
building projects every Saturday from September through November 
27th, from  9 a.m.– noon at the Gwynn’s Island Boat Shop located on 
State Rt. 633 in Grimstead, Virginia. 
 
Stop in, take up a tool and help, or just watch and learn. An easy way 
to gain skills in boat repair and restoration. All ages welcome. Free. 
 
804-725-4444 | mathewsmaritime.com 

Mathews County Historical Society 
New Christmas Ornament 

 
 

 
 
 

 
$25 

Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Mathews County Visitor and Information Center 

mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org. 



  

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE  
There’s Something For Everyone! 
 
For over 50 years the Mathews County Historical 
Society has been working to preserve, study, and 
promote the unique heritage of Mathews County 
for the education and enjoyment of present and 
future generations. Volunteers’ time and talent are 
vital to continuing our mission. MCHS is seeking vol-
unteers to assist in these areas:  buildings and 
grounds, event planning, fundraising, grant pro-
posals, strategic planning, publications, and docents. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering in a fun and 
rewarding environment, please contact Reed Law-
son at reed.lawson8880@gmail.com or 804-725-
3375. 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 
Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ Date_________________________________ 

$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 

I am interested in the following member-
ship:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 

I would like to make an additional gift 
to the preservation, collection & inter-
pretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Researcher of MCHS, under $100 
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 

To benefit: 
 ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
 ________ New Point Comfort Light-
house Preservation Fund 
 ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
 ________ Publications Fund 
 ________ General Fund 
 ________ Tompkins Cottage Preserva-
tion Fund 

MCHS belongs to: 



  

 

2021 Mathews County Museum Calendar 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum  
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October  

1 p.m.-5p.m.  
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Saturdays, Markets on Main and for Special Events 

 
Mathews Maritime Museum   

Fridays & Saturdays, May – November  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Thomas James Store  

Saturdays, April – October  
10 a.m.-1p.m. 

 
Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Saturdays, April – October   

10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Open House 

Saturday, November 20th | 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 11th 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2021 Mathews County Events Calendar 
 
 

Thanksgiving Market 
Saturday, November 20th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
Community Christmas Tree Lighting 

TBD 
 

Christmas Farmers Market 
Saturday, December 11th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
Mathews Christmas Parade 

TBD 


