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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

New Ornament—New Point Comfort Lighthouse 
 
The MCHS will release its new ornament, New Point Comfort Lighthouse, on 
September 11th during Mathews Market Day at the Tompkins Cottage Muse-
um, 43 Brickbat Rd. After Market Day the $25 ornament will be available lo-
cally at the Mathews County Visitor and Information Center, or online at 
mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org. 
 
The lighthouse, located at the southern tip of Mathews County, Virginia, 
where the Chesapeake and Mobjack Bays converge, was first illuminated in 
1805. It is the third oldest surviving lighthouse on the Chesapeake Bay, and 
the tenth oldest in the nation. 
 
The stately 63-foot whitewashed sandstone tower is being restored, and the 
tiny island surrounding it has been stabilized by riprap boulders. 
 
The New Point Comfort Lighthouse was added to the National Register of His-
toric Places and Virginia Landmarks Register in 1972 and was acquired by 
Mathews County in 1976. 

Photograph courtesy of Steve Whiteway 

Restoration—New Point Comfort Lighthouse 
 
The restoration of New Point Comfort Lighthouse is nearing completion. 
The cap and lantern have been affixed to the top and painting the sand-
stone exterior is underway. Phase II, with planning beginning in 2011, 
authorized cleaning, repointing and repainting all surfaces, restoring the 
lantern, replacing the door and windows, repairing the brickwork under 
the lantern, removing the lantern, replacing the flooring, restoring/
replacing ironwork at the lantern and installing grounding line. The pho-
to at right, taken July 8, 2021, shows these final steps in this two-
decades-long restoration. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
Welcome to summer! And to being out and about. And to seeing family 
and friends. And to traveling, at least a little more readily. And to still be-
ing careful! 
 
The historical society will be moving toward regular programming and ac-
tivities as summer edges into fall. The calendar is beginning to fill. Market 
Days (or Day) September 11 is launch day. Market Days chair Becky Barn-
hardt is organizing and arranging activities and exhibits to showcase 
Tompkins Cottage. The society anticipates launching the sale of the new 
ornament for this year – New Point Comfort Lighthouse in commemora-
tion and celebration of its restoration. Thank you, Becky Morgan, for 
spearheading the production of this latest ornament. 
 
Save the Date! The Board of Directors would like to arrange for an Autum-
nal Equinox party to replace the Summer Solstice gathering. Temperatures 
should be more moderate late September or early October; so, please, 
stay tuned for more information. 
 
Also, be on the lookout for the resumption of fall programming. Com-
mittee chair Bobbi Hatton is making arrangements now for lectures and 
activities. Please call her with ideas you may have. Just about set in stone 
is the revival of Music on Maple Avenue on October 8. This fundraising 
event is co-sponsored with the visitor center and has been a great success 
in the past. 
 
Tompkins Cottage is still in the middle of repairs. Mathews County, owner 
of this historic treasure, is committed to exterior and interior reparation. It 
is very much open to the public every Saturday the first of April through 
October and for special events. The Thomas James Store is still being con-
sidered for raising by the National Park Service/Department of Historic 
Resources. We’re moving one step-at-a-time toward receiving the award. 
In the meantime, the store is open to the public for self-guided tours on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.  
 
Please remember to designate MCHS as your nonprofit of choice in your 
AmazonSmile orders.  
 
Many thanks to the membership for your continued support! 
 
Cheers! 

MCHS BOARD 
Reed Lawson, President 

Martha McCartney, Vice President 
Trish Reed, Secretary  

Hunt Thompson, Treasurer 
 

Class of 2021 
Al DeWitt 
Trish Reed 

Ray Stubblebine 
Hunt Thompson 

 
Class of 2022 
Liz Bateman 
Bobbi Hatton 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
 

Class of 2023 
Tom Karow 
Mary Pope 

Nancy Twigg 
 

Standing Committees 
Tom Karow, Education 

TBD, Buildings & Grounds 
Becky Barnhardt, Market Days 
Hunt Thompson, Membership 

Nancy Twigg, Nominating 
Bobbi Hatton, Programs 

Bobbi Hatton & Trish Reed, Publications 
Becky Barnhardt, Publicity 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Martha McCartney, Editorial 
Becky Morgan, Ornaments 

TBD, Social  
 

Positions 
Reed Lawson, Archivist 

Becky Barnhardt, Curator  
Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator 

Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter 
Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent 

Becky Barnhardt, Webmaster & FaceBook 
Admin 



  

 

Tompkins Cottage Museum 
Mathews Market Day 

 
Book Signings and Civil War Artifacts Exhibit 
 
During Mathews Market Day, September 11th from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., there will be book signings, a Civil War Arti-
fact Exhibit and representatives from the Sons of the 
American Revolution at the Tompkins Cottage Museum at 
43 Brickbat Rd.  
 
Thomas T. Wiatt, a retired engineer from Newport News 
Shipbuilding and consultant for Gibbs & Cox, Marine Solu-
tions, will be on hand to sell and sign copies of his recent 
book, Captain Sally: A Biography of Capt. Sally Tompkins, 
America’s First Female Army Officer. In addition to Cap-
tain Sally, he also authored Lawyer Walker: A Biography 
of Thomas Calhoun Walker, Alleged Pirate: The Legend of 
Capt. John Sinclair of Smithfield and Gloucester County, 
Virginia, his great-great-great-great grandfather and Rev. 
William E. Wiatt; The life and times of a Confederate 
Chaplain and related family stories. 
 
Martha W. McCartney, a recognized independent re-
search historian and author of 12 books and more than 
200 published articles, will sign copies of her books, MCHS 
Mathews County Virginia: Lost Landscapes, Untold Sto-
ries, MCHS Historic Homes & Properties, Volumes 3 & 4, 
and Kingston Parish Register: Mathews, Gloucester and 
Middlesex Counties, Virginia - Slaves and Slaveholders, 
1746-1827. 
 
Rusty Hicks, a renowned Civil War artifact collector and 
trader, will exhibit a collection of his Civil War materials. 
Some of the highlights are two miniatures painted by Felix 
Sharples, a button from General Robert E. Lee's uniform, a 
quarter plate ambrotype of Major General William B. 
Taliaferro, a pair of engraved Colt pistols carried by R.B. 
Kennon, a staff officer to Robert E. Lee and J.E.B. Stuart 
and original images of Virginia soldiers and family mem-
bers. 
 
Representatives from the Richard Henry Lee Chapter of 
the Virginia Society, Sons of the American Revolution will 
be on hand to share their mission of promoting patriotism 
and preserving American history. The  chapter is based in 
Irvington, Virginia and the membership covers the Middle 
Peninsula as well as the Northern Neck. 

Display of Civil War artifacts curated by Rusty Hicks 

Mathews Market Day Sale 
 
 

MCHS PUBLICATIONS 
Mathews County, Virginia: Lost Landscapes,  

Untold Stories, $25 
 

History and Progress, Mathews County, Virginia, $20 
 

Mathews County Panorama: A Pictorial History of 

Mathews County 1791-1941, $20 
 

Tombstones of Mathews County, Virginia, 1711-1986, $20 
 

New Point Comfort Lighthouse, Its History  

and Preservation, $20 
 

Historic Homes and Properties of  

Mathews County, Virginia, Volumes 1, 2, 3 & 4, $12 

 

HISTORICAL ORNAMENT SERIES 

$20 each 

Mathews County Historic Courthouse  

Poplar Grove Tide Mill 

Fort Nonsense • Osprey • Tompkins Cottage 

 
CAPT. SALLY TOMPKINS DOLL, $4 

 
All proceeds from these sales are used to support the  

Mathews County Historical Society  projects and activities. 



  

 

Sgt. Van Severn photographed in front of water 
tower. 

 

U.S. Army Firing Center and Camp 
New Point Comfort Beach 

Master Layout for Firing Center at New Point Comfort, Va. for Anti-Aircraft Replacement Training Center—Ft. Eustis. June 14, 1943. 

In the spring of 1943, the U. S. Army constructed an anti-aircraft training 
camp southeast of present day Bavon at New Point Comfort Beach. The 
Army purchased for eight hundred dollars 18.52 acres from Mrs. Be-
atrice Ward Nelson, and leased an additional 267+ acres from ten other 
property owners. 
 
The camp, a part of the Fort Eustis Anti-Aircraft Replacement Training 
Center, was quickly erected. Approximately twelve hundred soldiers 
were trained for two days at a time, with several hundred living at the 
camp permanently. In addition to the firing range, a variety of other fa-
cilities and structures were built on the base. These improvements in-
cluded new hard-surfaced roads, water tower, barracks, officers’ quar-
ters, infirmary, mess hall, post exchange, fire station, support buildings, 
storage buildings, two poultry yards, and one pig yard.  
 
The camp closed in May of 1944, and all personnel, except a small guard 
and a crew of firemen, were transferred to Camp Stewart, Georgia. The 
property was later sold at an Army Surplus sale. 
  
In 1950, J. W. McKibbon of Chesterfield County acquired part of the 
property known as “the firing range” for a summer resort. The property, 
divided into over 190 residential lots and one business lot, stretched 
across the peninsula from the Chesapeake Bay to the Mobjack Bay. He 
named it Bavon Beach. Today the property is known as Chesapeake 
Shores.  



  

 

Cpl. Harry Dawes, Lt. Charles Davidson and Cpl. Peter Amarasua. 

Unidentified soldiers from the camp with Miss Ruby on Mathews Main 
Street. 

Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal  
Thursday, April 22, 1943  

Cpl. Harry Dawes and Cpl. Edward Bogash outside the stock room. 



  

 

MATHEWS MARKET DAY 
Celebrate the artistic and creative culture of the Middle Peninsula 

 

Saturday, Sept. 11th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Historic Court House Green & Mathews Main Street 

 

5k Race & Fun Run • òCruise Inó Auto Show  

Arts & Crafts Vendors • Food Vendors 

Live Music 
 
The festival will be following all local, state, and federal guidelines as well as the 
Governorõs Orders for current mandates at the time of the event. 

 
For a full line of events and information visit https://mathewsmarketdays.org/ 

Historic Homes Book Update 
 

We’re on the fifth and final volume of Historic Homes and Properties, Mathews County, Virginia Pre-Civil War. Becky 
Barnhardt has completed research on the ten individual sites – from recorded court documents, deeds, wills, chancery 
suits and land and tax records – as well as compiled the succession of ownership. Architectural historian Dr. Carl Louns-
bury has resumed his work analyzing the features that confirm the antebellum status of the construction dates. Noted 
historian and author Martha W. McCartney weaves the gathered information into the final narrative. The team works 
well together! 
 
Recent good news is the notification by The J. Edwin Treakle Foundation, Inc. that the 2021 MCHS grant request appli-
cation was approved. These additional monies, along with the grant received earlier this year from The Mathews Com-
munity Foundation, an affiliate of the Community Foundation for a greater Richmond, will be used to publish Book 5. 
We are certainly indebted to these organizations for their validation of the importance of this body of work in telling 
the story of the history of Mathews County. 
 

Providence, a two-story brick dwelling located on a high bank on the south side of Piankatank River in northwest Mathews County 
near the community of Cobbs Creek, is one of the ten houses highlighted in Series V.   

https://mathewsmarketdays.org/


  

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE  
ThereΩs Something For Everyone! 
 
For over 50 years the Mathews County Historical 
Society has been working to preserve, study, and 
promote the unique heritage of Mathews County 
for the education and enjoyment of present and 
future generations. Volunteers’ time and talent are 
vital to continuing our mission. MCHS is seeking vol-
unteers to assist in these areas:  buildings and 
grounds, event planning, fundraising, grant pro-
posals, strategic planning, publications, and docents. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering in a fun and 
rewarding environment, please contact Reed Law-
son at reed.lawson8880@gmail.com or 804-725-
3375. 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 
Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ Date_________________________________ 

$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 

I am interested in the following member-
ship:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 

I would like to make an additional gift 
to the preservation, collection & inter-
pretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Researcher of MCHS, under $100 
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 

To benefit: 
 ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
 ________ New Point Comfort Light-
house Preservation Fund 
 ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
 ________ Publications Fund 
 ________ General Fund 
 ________ Tompkins Cottage Preserva-
tion Fund 

MCHS belongs to: 



  

 

2021 Mathews County Museum Calendar 
 

GwynnΩs Island Museum  
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October  

1 p.m.-5p.m.  
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Saturdays, Markets on Main and for Special Events 

 
Mathews Maritime Museum   

Fridays & Saturdays, May – November  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Thomas James Store  

Saturdays, April – October  
10 a.m.-1p.m. 

 
Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Saturdays, April – October   

10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Mathews Market Day 

Saturday, September 11th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 11th 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2021 Mathews County Events Calendar 
 

Markets on Main 
3rd Saturday, April-August | 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 
Mathews Market Day 

Saturday, September 11th | 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 

Community Christmas Tree Lighting 
TBD 

 
Christmas Farmers Market 

Saturday, December 11th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Mathews Christmas Parade 
TBD 


