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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

DHR Representatives visit the Thomas James Store 
 
On September 8th the MCHS’s Thomas James Store committee met with representatives of the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources in preparation for having the Thomas James Store raised.  Attending on behalf of VDHR were Caitlin 
Sylvester, ESHPF Grant Project Coordinator; Dr. Elizabeth Moore, State Archaeologist; and Jolene Smith, Director of the 
Survey and Information Management Division. The MCHS was represented by President Reed Lawson, project manager 
Marsha Carlton, Thomas James Store curator Steve Pope, Treasurer Hunt Thompson, and grant writer Martha McCart-
ney. 
  
The National Park Service, in partnership with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, recently awarded the 
Mathews County Historical Society a $100,000 grant that will allow the Thomas James Store to be elevated above the 
reach of floodwaters and stormwater runoff. Financing of this award came from the Emergency Supplemental Histori-
cal Preservation Fund, which the National Park Service administers. The Thomas James Store, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register, has been dated by dendrochronology (microscopic 
study of tree-ring growth) to 1820. It is one of a handful of best preserved mercantile establishments in the South. 
  
The Thomas James Store, which is owned and preserved by the Mathews County Historical Society, is located on Maple 
Avenue. It is behind the Mathews County Visitors and Information Center. It is open to the public on weekends and 
special occasions as an interpretive facility.   

Martha McCartney, Marsha Carlton, Steve Pope, Elizabeth Moore, Caitlin Sylvester, Jolene Smith, Hunt Thompson, 
and Reed Lawson. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
Welcome to Fall! I’m 99.9% certain that we all gladly greet these cooler 
temperatures and hopefully rainier days.  
 
It’s been a busy time; historical society events and activities are in full 
swing. Mathews Market Days saw record attendance to go along with per-
fect weather. We welcomed Fairfield Foundation, the local chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution, and authors Martha W. McCartney and 
Tom Wiatt autographing their books. Thanks to Amy Baker, Dee Bane, 
Marymac Hoffman, Judy Jay, Becky Morgan, Mary Pope, Hunt Thompson, 
Fred Wynn, and Kathy Yent for helping with sales. Terri Hyman, Steve Pope, 
Doug and Jackie Wilton served as docents. And, many thanks to Becky Barn-
hardt for coordinating this year’s events at Tompkins Cottage. 
 
I’d like to welcome two new members to the Board of Directors – Amy 
Baker and Mike Miskovsky, who graciously agreed to fill two of the vacan-
cies in the Class of 2023. Our grateful thanks to them! We look forward to 
working together on the projects that lie ahead. 
 
There has been good news of late! The Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources has officially approved funding for the raising of the Thomas James 
Store to repair the foundation and place the store above the flood level of 
stormwater runoff. Design work and engineer approval are the next steps 
before the project goes to bid. Secondly, we just received notice from the 
Historic Highway Marker division of DHR that the MCHS/NAACP submission 
‘Flights to Freedom’, recognizing those enslaved who escaped during war-
time, has been accepted in the latest round of entries. Historic Homes and 
Properties of Mathews County Book 5 galley proofs should be received 
shortly. Breaking news! The Nature Conservancy has just installed the panel 
dedicated to the World War II Army Camp at New Point on the overlook. 
 
Ahead this fall – Music on Maple Avenue on Oct. 7 from 6-9:30 p.m. at the 
Thomas James Store. This fundraiser supports MCHS and the Mathews Visi-
tor Center. Hearty thanks to the event sponsors; tickets are available at 
MCVIC. It is always a good time! Plans are underway to host a lecture in 
November; details are being finalized. We’ll keep you posted. The Novem-
ber and December Open Houses at Tompkins Cottage round out the year. 
Plans are in the works for a winter party. So, please stay tuned! 
 
Thank you to the membership for your continuing support!  

MCHS BOARD 
President: Reed Lawson  

Vice President: Martha McCartney  
Secretary: Trish Reed   

Treasurer: Hunt Thompson  
 

Class of 2022 
Liz Bateman 
Terri Hyman 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
 

Class of 2023 
Amy Baker 

Marsha Carlton 
Mike Miskovsky 

 
Class of 2024 

Trish Reed 
Ray Stubblebine 
Hunt Thompson 

 
Standing Committees 

Building & Grounds: Marsha Carlton 
Education: Martha McCartney, Mike  

Miskovsky 
Market Days: Becky Barnhardt 
Membership: Hunt Thompson 

Programs: Marsha Carlton 
Publications: Liz Bateman, Trish Reed 

Publicity: Becky Barnhardt, Martha  
McCartney 

Nominating: Trish Reed, Hunt Thompson, 
Becky Morgan 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Editorial Board: Martha McCartney 
Finance: Hunt Thompson, Marsha Carlton 

Highway Cleanup: Bobbi Hatton 
Special Events: Ray Stubblebine 
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Archivist: Reed Lawson 

Curator, Tompkins Cottage: Becky Barnhardt 
Curator, James Store: Steve Pope 
Docent Coordinator: Terri Hyman 

Newsletter: Becky Barnhardt 
Newsletter Distribution: Terri Hyman 
Registered Agent: Hunt Thompson 

Webmaster, FaceBook Admin: Becky Barn-
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Sign Installation at the Overlook 
 
New signage had been installed recently on the New Point 
Comfort Lighthouse Overlook. The panel recounts and cel-
ebrates the World War II Firing Center and Camp located 
at New Point. It was funded by a generous donation from 
Ann and David Norris of Chesapeake Shores. Becky Barn-
hardt designed the panel which was fabricated by The Na-
ture Conservancy. On the day of installation, Sam Truslow 
of TNC, Reed Lawson and Hunt Thompson admire this ad-
dition to the history of New Point. 

New MCHS Board Member 
 
Amy Baker started out in Virginia, left temporarily to live overseas and then in subur-
ban Maryland, came back to Virginia to earn two degrees in Charlottesville, and then 
lived in the Atlanta area for the next 22 years. However, she is very glad to have been 
back in Virginia for the last eight years. She and her husband, Tim, arrived in Mathews 
in 2020 after their youngest child graduated from high school in Williamsburg. 
 
Her varied work history includes acting as a personal banking consultant and digging at 
Jamestown Island, but until recently she worked in a library at a high school in Wil-
liamsburg. Today she volunteers as a Middle Peninsula Master Naturalist, and occa-
sionally helps with archaeology efforts at Berkeley Plantation.  
 
She looks forward to getting more involved in the Mathews community and learning 
even more about its fascinating history. Her grown children are very glad she has 
stopped dragging them to any historic home in driving distance. 

Amy Baker 

Gumbeau’s Catering & Cash Bar 

 

$25 Ticket 

804-725-4229 

Mathews County Visitor & Information Center  

 

SPONSORS: 

Haskins Bayside Super Service Center 

Hudgins Design Collaborative 

Gwynn’s Island Cottage 

Oct. 7  

6 − 9:30 pm 

Music on Maple Ave. 



  

 

Gloucester Gazette, Volume 11, Number 28, 11 July 1929. 

Emma Lee Smith White, the daughter of Benjamin Franklin Smith, a Meth-
odist clergyman, and Willie Ann Dunn Smith, was born in Greene County 
on October 23, 1881. She obtained her education in Green County’s pri-
vate schools and the Central Female College. She also took courses at the 
University of Virginia and the American Correspondence School of Law in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
  
On October 25, 1905, while she was in Charlottesville, she married a 
Mathews County native, Dr. Carl Clifford White. They made their home in 
Mathews. Mrs. White was active in the Mathews Parent Teacher Associa-
tion, the Tidewater Fox Hunters Association, the Kingston Episcopal Parish, 
and the Sally Tompkins Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confedera-
cy. She was a founding member of the local American Legion Auxiliary Post 
83, serving as its president from 1921 to 1925. She also was a member of 
the Cricket Hill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, the 
Young Democrat Club of Gloucester, and the Roosevelt-Garner-Bland Clubs 
of Mathews. She chaired the Red Cross Home Service Committee during 
World War I and served on its Finance Committee. White was an insurance 
agent and in her later years became a reporter for the local newspaper, 
the Mathews Journal (later the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal).  
  
In 1929, White became the Democratic Party’s nominee for a two-year 
term in the House of Delegates, representing Mathews and Gloucester 
Counties. She was the only woman in the 1930 session of the General As-
sembly and served on several important committees. 

Emma Lee Smith White served in the 
House of Delegates, representing Glouces-
ter and Mathews Counties, 1930-33. 

Emma Lee Smith White 
Teacher, Insurance Agent, Politician and Newspaper Reporter 

White married Dr. Carl Clifford White 
(1868-1946), son of Robert J. White and 
Joice Minter of Mathews County, in 1905. 



  

 

 White introduced several bills that were intended to re-
solve oyster shore boundaries, replenishment of damaged 
natural oyster beds, and a public clamming ground on a 
portion of the Ware River in Gloucester County, but was 
unsuccessful. However, she gave her support to a bill that 
authorized the Virginia Commission of Fisheries to estab-
lish a laboratory at the College of William and Mary to 
study the state’s seafood industry. This bill was passed a 
decade before the Virginia Fisheries Laboratory (later Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science) was established. 
  
White was elected to a second term in November 1931. In 
the 1932 session, she served as chair of the Committee on 
Retrenchment and Economy. Again, she focused on local 
and regional fishery issues. She supported stronger laws to 
“prevent pollution of the York River and its tributaries and 
sponsored a bill to prevent discrimination against married 
women in teacher employment. She reintroduced her bill 
to pay for the replenishment of public oyster beds and 
proposed to reduce the tax on oysters exported from Vir-
ginia. She also tried to change the licensing law concerning 
river and harbor pilots, and to regulate the catching of 
black terrapins in certain counties. She introduced a bill 
that would require railroads to place a conductor in every 
sleeping, dining, and passenger coach. During the General 
Assembly’s short special session in August and September 
1933, White voted in favor of holding the state convention 
that voted to repeal the Eighteenth Amendment, which 
required nationwide prohibition.” 
  
Emma Smith White was defeated in the Democratic prima-
ry, shortly before the special session, but remained active 
in her party’s politics. She regularly attended the Demo-
cratic State Conventions, and was elected an alternate del-
egate to the party’s 1936 national convention. She also 
was an officer on the local Democratic committee during 
the 1932 and 1936 presidential election campaigns. In 
1935 and 1937 she unsuccessfully sought a seat in the 
House of Delegate. She lost the race for Mathews County 
treasurer in 1939 and in 1951 announced her candidacy 
for the House of Delegates but withdrew before the pri-
mary election.  
  
Emma Lee Smith White died at Patrick Henry Hospital in 
Newport News, Virginia on February 17, 1983, and was 
buried beside her husband at the Trinity Church in 
Mathews County. 

Emma Lee Smith White, oil on canvas portrait, circa 1929. 



  

 

Meet the author! Thomas T. Wiatt was on hand to sell 
and sign his biographical books on Capt. Sally Tompkins, 
Thomas Calhoun Walker, and Rev. William E. Wiatt.   

SAR inspired patriotism! Mike Lyman of the Richard Henry 
Lee Chapter of the Virginia Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution shares the mission of the SAR with visitors. 

Mathews Market Days @ the Tompkins Cottage Museum, Sept. 9th & 10th 

Public archeology dig gets two thumbs up! The two-day 
hands-on event, conducted by the Fairfield Foundation, 
was a hit with people of all ages.  

Let Market Days begin! Amy Baker, MCHS Board member, 
worked the MCHS sales table during the first shift at the 
cottage on Friday.  

Book Donation to the Library 
 
Mathews County Historical Society recently donated 
Pocahontas and the English Boys: Caught between Cul-
tures in Early Virginia by Karen Ordahl Kupperman in 
memory of longtime member and donor Richard Holler-
ith, Jr., who passed away May 23, 2022. Dick was a de-
scendent of Pocahontas through his maternal grand-
mother. On hand for the presentation were, from left, 
Mathews Memorial Library Director Bette Dillehay, Mrs. 
Richard Hollerith, Jr. and MCHS President Reed Lawson. 



  

 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 
Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ Date_________________________________ 

$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 

I am interested in the following member-
ship:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 

I would like to make an additional gift 
to the preservation, collection & inter-
pretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Researcher of MCHS, under $100 
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 

To benefit: 
 ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
 ________ New Point Comfort Light-
house Preservation Fund 
 ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
 ________ Publications Fund 
 ________ General Fund 
 ________ Tompkins Cottage Preserva-
tion Fund 

 
 

TOMPKINS COTTAGE  
MUSEUM  

 

 

Nov. 19th & Dec. 10th 
10 AM - 1 PM 

43 Brickbat Rd. • Mathews, Va.  



  

 

2022 Mathews County Museum Calendar 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum  
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October  

1 p.m.-5p.m.  
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Saturdays, Markets on Main and for Special Events 

 
Mathews Maritime Museum   

Fridays & Saturdays, May – November  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Thomas James Store  

Saturdays, April – October  
10 a.m.-1p.m. 

 
Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Saturdays, April – October   

10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Open House 

Saturday, November 19th | 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 10th 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2022 Mathews County Events Calendar 
 

Thanksgiving Market 
Saturday, November 19th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
Christmas Farmers Market 

Saturday, December 10th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Mathews Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 10th | 1 p.m. 

Have you paid your 
Yearly Dues yet? 

Not sure? Call Hunt 
@ 804-384-6430. 


