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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE PAST 

New Prospective MCHS Board Members 
 
Marsha Carlton has owned her house on the North River for ten years. She has been dividing her 
time between Mathews and Texas and is glad to finally be in Mathews full time. 
 
During her career in residential and contract design, she worked in New York City and Chicago. 
While living in Fairfax, Virginia, Marsha had an antiques business. 
 
She is a board member of Friends of Dragon Run and enjoys being on crew for their kayak paddle 
trips. 
 
Marianne (Mari) Gibbs, originally from California, met Scott, the love of her life, in Texas where the 
two quickly married and raised their children, Savannah and Bobby. After living in the Lone Star 
state for about twenty years, Scott and Mari spent the next eight years residing in Scott's home 
state of Oklahoma prior to permanently relocating to Mathews County at Belmont in 2019. They 
knew they were "home" when they met the welcoming people of Mathews County!  
 
Multiple cross-country family treks to Virginia as a child inspired Mari's enduring love of the Com-
monwealth and early American history. She also has a passion for Early Childhood education as an 
occupational therapist, national speaker, and owner of Gibbs Consulting. Avocations include: cardi-
o/yoga workouts, PEO Chapter CA member, Tompkins Cottage docent, and participation in other 
diverse community endeavors, which all serve to round out and ramp up Mari's busy life. 
 
Terri Hyman moved to Mathews in July 2019. She grew up near Dayton, Ohio and moved away 
after graduating from college, having earned a BA in Psychology/Business and an MSA. She retired 
early from the federal government; the majority of time spent at the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency. Since moving to Mathews, Terri started volunteering with Meals on Wheels, the COVID 
response team of the MRC, as an Election Official and the Christmas Store. She is a member of the 
Woman’s Club, Ebenezer Baptist Church and enjoys traveling, yoga, boating, entertaining guests, 
and antiquing. “The history of Mathews is interesting to me as this is my first time living in the 
South, in the country, and near water. It is a different culture and even a different vocabulary! My 
interest in American History peeked after seeing Hamilton and moving to this historical area where 
the revolution was fought.” 

Marsha Carlton 

Terri Hyman 

Mari Gibbs 

Nominations Committee 
 
MCHS will be electing new members of the Board of Directors for the Class of 2024 and to fill vacancies in the Classes 
of 2023 and 2022 and electing officers, who serve one-year terms. The slate of directors: Class of 2024 – Mari Gibbs, 
Trish Reed, Ray Stubblebine and Hunt Thompson; Class of 2023 – Marsha Carlton; Class of 2022 – Terri Hyman. The 
slate of officers is: Reed Lawson – president; Martha McCartney – vice president; Trish Reed – secretary and Hunt 
Thompson – treasurer. In order for Reed to assume a third year as president, there must be a vote to suspend the By-
law that states a president may serve only two consecutive years. 

http://www.mathewscountyhistoricalsociety.org


  

 

President’s Message 
Reed Lawson 
 
Welcome to 2022! 
 
I last wrote, in the Fall 2021 newsletter, that we had no clear idea of when 
we could return to ‘normal.’ Well, it seems such is still the case. The board 
of directors cancelled the planned Annual Meeting & Dinner that was to 
take place February 9th at Kingston Parish House. Instead, we will repeat 
the process we used last year – all committee reports, proposed 2022 
budget, 2021 ‘Annual Meeting’ notes, End-of-Year financial statements 
and a ballot with the slate of nominees for board positions and officers 
listed will be emailed or snail-mailed to all members shortly. Please, re-
member to return the ballot or simply reply to me that you approve all 
items. If you have questions regarding any of the reports, don’t hesitate to 
contact me or the committee chair. 
 
Despite our inability to get together for lectures, meetings and social 
events, there is much that lies ahead for the society in 2022. We’re en-
gaged in several interpretive sign projects: plans for a sign honoring the 
World War II Army Camp at New Point to be placed at the NPCL overlook 
is underway; we are working with the NAACP Mathews Chapter to com-
memorate Mathews Revolutionary and Civil War contrabands that will be 
placed at First Baptist Church; an interpretive sign outlining the history of 
Tompkins Cottage will be placed on the property; Book 5 of Historic 
Homes and Properties WILL be published this year; Thomas James Store 
WILL, with hope and a few prayers, be raised. And, a second order of the 
NPCL ornament has been placed. Two hundred fifty ornaments were sold 
between August and December! Thank you, Becky Morgan, for overseeing 
such a popular and attractive addition to the society collection of orna-
ments. The new shipment is due mid-February. 
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge all the efforts that went into the 
MCHS Christmas celebration. Tompkins Cottage Museum and Thomas 
James Store Museum were decorated for the season, the cottage for the 
December 11th Open House and the store for the December 21st book 
signing held by MCVIC featuring Mathews native and award-winning au-
thor S.A. Cosby. And, then there was the Christmas Parade! Our youngest 
member, Eloise Leslie, joined one of our oldest, Hunt Thompson, in his 
1959 red MG to celebrate ‘A Community Christmas’, tying for Best Civic 
Unit! My thanks to all who worked, participated or stood in the street 
cheering them on. 
 
The society has two board members ‘retiring’ after two terms each, Al 
DeWitt and Bobbi Hatton. Al will continue on with his work with Mathews 
County Public Schools and past-president Bobbi Hatton will focus her vast 
energies and abilities on her other passions. Thanks to you, both, for all 
your efforts to move the society forward. We welcome three amazing 
women to the board once the election is held. 
 
Many thanks, as always, to the membership for your support during these 
trying times. 

MCHS BOARD 

Reed Lawson, President 
Martha McCartney, Vice President 

Trish Reed, Secretary  
Hunt Thompson, Treasurer 

 
Class of 2021 

Al DeWitt 
Trish Reed 

Ray Stubblebine 
Hunt Thompson 

 
Class of 2022 
Liz Bateman 
Bobbi Hatton 
Reed Lawson 

Martha McCartney 
 

Class of 2023 
Tom Karow 
Mary Pope 

Nancy Twigg 
 

Standing Committees 
Tom Karow, Education 

TBD, Buildings & Grounds 
Becky Barnhardt, Market Days 
Hunt Thompson, Membership 

Nancy Twigg, Nominating 
Bobbi Hatton, Programs 

Bobbi Hatton & Trish Reed, Publications 
Becky Barnhardt, Publicity 

 
Ad Hoc Committees 

Martha McCartney, Editorial 
Becky Morgan, Ornaments 

TBD, Social  
 

Positions 
Reed Lawson, Archivist 

Becky Barnhardt, Curator Tompkins Cottage  
Steve Pope, Curator James Store 

Reed Lawson, Docent Coordinator 
Becky Barnhardt, Newsletter 

Hunt Thompson, Registered Agent 
Becky Barnhardt, Webmaster & FaceBook 

Admin 



  

 

Book Signing at Thomas James Store 
 
Thomas James Store has added a new function to its varied past. To its years as a store 
and storehouse can be added its use as an attorney’s office, exercise/dance studio, stage 
for musical events, to name just a few. Another role was added last December 21st; 
MCVIC sponsored a book-signing for Mathews-own S.A. Cosby. Thomas James Store pro-
vided the perfect venue to celebrate Shawn’s nationally-recognized accomplishments 
while gathering safely. The society welcomes all ideas for utilizing this unique space. 
 
 
In Memoriam 
 
Paul David Richardson II 
David Richardson passed away Tuesday, December 28, 2021, at the age of 73. He was a fairly new member of MCHS, 
having joined the society as a Lifetime Member the first part of 2021 and was a financial supporter of the Tompkins 
Cottage Fund. He quickly became active as much as Covid-19 restrictions would allow. He volunteered his home Belle-
vue in Susan as the site of the society’s fall social gathering which was ultimately cancelled as cases of the virus surged. 
In the community, David volunteered at MCVIC, joined the Mathews Yacht Club and regularly attended Kingston Parish 
services. 
 
David was a native of Lynchburg and graduated from UVA and Harvard Law School. He was noted for his pro bono work 
and for his founding of the DC chapter of SMART Recovery, an alcoholism support group. David resided in McLean and 
was beginning his retirement in Mathews County. 
 
The society extends its sympathies to his wife Caetheirne, his three sons and two sisters. 
 
 
The Reverend R. Clement Dickey, Jr. 
Longtime member and past MCHS president Clement Dickey passed away January 12, 
2022 at the age of 87. A native Texan, Clement and his wife Pat moved to Norfolk in 
1976 where he served as an executive for the Norfolk Presbytery. They retired to 
Mathews in 1990 and proceeded to take the county by storm, becoming involved in ma-
jor projects and activities while running a small business, Clergy Tax Services. Clement 
was MCHS president in 1999 through 2000 and chair of the Mathews Memorial Library 
Board of Trustees (2003 – 2005) that oversaw the major renovations of the library. He 
was chair of the committee that created Mathews Archives, the partnership between the 
library and the historical society that was finalized in October of 2004. 
 
Clement has been instrumental in all good things that have happened in Mathews – his 
legacy. We send our heartfelt condolences to Pat, Lori, David and Greg.  

R. Clement Dickey, Jr. 

 
MUSIC ON MAPLE AVE. 
44 MAPLE AVE. | MATHEWS, VA 

FRI., MAY 6TH | 5-8 PM 

 

FEATURING 

MITCHEL EVAN & THE MAYHEM  

 
BENEFITING  

MATHEWS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MATHEWS COUNTY VISITOR CENTER 



  

 

J. Murray and Lyman Beecher Brooks 
Educators and Community Leaders 

 
J. Murray and Lyman Beecher Brooks were born at Blakes in Mathews County, the sons of John Robert Brooks, a farmer 
and waterman who supplemented his family's income by giving music lessons, and his second wife, Mary Anna Burrell 
Brooks, a public schoolteacher.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks provided their sons with a stimulating home environment in which books, newspapers, and other 
educational materials were readily available. Visiting African American preachers and other luminaries often stayed 
with the family. They received their early education in Mathews County in a one-room school at which their mother 
taught. Because there was no African American High School in Mathews County, they lived with an aunt so they could 
attend the Middlesex Training School at Saluda in Middlesex County, Virginia, which offered three years of secondary 
education. After completing their college educations, the brothers began their long illustrious careers in education and 
public service. 

J. Murray Brooks, ca. 1930. W. E. B. Du 
Bois Papers (MS 312). Special Collections 
and University Archives, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst Libraries. 

J. Murray and Lyman Brooks graduated from Virginia Union University, Richmond, Virginia. Library of Congress. 

J. Murray Brooks received a B. A. in Mathematics from Virginia Union, Rich-
mond in 1929 and was valedictorian of his graduating class. He received a M.A. 
in Secondary Education Administration and Supervision from the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor in 1942.  
 
Brooks began his teaching career at Rappahannock Industrial Academy in Essex 
County, Virginia. He then returned to Mathews County to teach at Blakes Ele-
mentary School, where he had received his early education. He also taught on 
a part-time basis at Norfolk State University and Hampton Institute. 
 
Brooks served as principal of Thomas Hunter High School in Mathews for twen-
ty-eight years in the days when schools were segregated. He was also principal 
of James Weldon Johnson High School in York County for ten years,  principal 
of Mathews Elementary School in Mathews County for two years and a federal 
coordinator of special programs for York schools for four years before his re-
tirement in 1973.  
 
He was a past president of the Virginia Conference of High School Principals in 
Virginia and the Second District Teachers Association, a former chairman of the 
Second District Principals Association and a former member of the School Ac-
tivity Funds (Internal Accounts) committee for the State Department of Educa-
tion. 



  

 

He served on the Board of Directors of Rappahannock Community College and the Mathews Unit of the American 
Heart Association, Mathews Planning Commission and the Mathews Community Singers.  
 
Brooks was a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church, Cobbs Creek, and its board of trustees and senior choir and a Sun-
day school teacher. He was also a member of the Mathews Middlesex Retired Teachers Association, the Virginia Union 
University Alumni Association, Silver Leaf Masonic Lodge 177 of Mathews, the Mathews Voters League, the NAACP, the 
Rappahannock Industrial Alumni Association and Club 198.   
 
J. Murray Brooks, born October 6, 1908, died May 18, 1988 at Walter Reed Convalescent Center Gloucester, and is bur-
ied in the cemetery at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Mathews, Virginia. He was survived by his wife, Mrs. Marjorie 
Brooks; three daughters, Mrs. Audrey Hanson, Ms. Constance Brooks, and Dr. Camilla Brooks; a son, John Murray 
Brooks. 
 
 
 
Dr. Lyman Beecher Brooks was educated in the schools of Mathews and Mid-
dlesex Counties and Wayland Academy in Richmond, Virginia. In 1929, he re-
ceived the Bachelor of Science in Mathematics (magna cum laude) from Virgin-
ia Union University, Richmond, Virginia and the Master of Arts (1937) and Doc-
tor of Philosophy (1942) degrees were earned at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor. 
 
Dr. Brooks taught at the Middlesex Training School until 1934, when he be-
came founding principal of the new Essex County High School. 
 
On June 8, 1938 he became the administrative head of Norfolk State Universi-
ty, then the Norfolk Unit of Virginia Union University. This position he held until 
his retirement as president in 1975. The Lyman Beecher Brooks Library at Nor-
folk State University honors his long period of leadership there. 
 
Dr. Brooks was actively involved in various community activities, among them 
were President of the Virginia Teachers Association, President of the Virginia 
Research Association, President of the National Alumni Association of Virginia 
Union University, President of the Association of Virginia Colleges, member of 
the Board of Trustees of Virginia Union University, Secretary of the Council of State College Presidents, and Vice Presi-
dent of the W. A. Hunton Y.M.C.A. He also served on the “Committee for the Best Booker T. Washington High School.” 
He served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Norfolk Community Hospital, was an organizer and member of Tide-
water Urban League and the Norfolk Coalition for Quality Education. He served on the Trustee Board and as teacher of 
the Ballard-Epperson Sunday School class, and member of Bank Street Memorial Church. He also had memberships in 
educational, civic and professional organizations. 
 
Among honors received by Dr. Brooks were the Outstanding Citizenship Award from Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity; the 
Distinguished Achievement Award from Omega Psi Phi Fraternity; the Outstanding Citizenship Award of the Virginia 
Teachers Association; the Department of the Army Decoration for Distinguished Civilian Service; the CIAA Hall of Fame; 
the Brotherhood Citation by the National Conference of Christians and Jews; an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws 
from Virginia Union University; the Distinguished Achievement Award of Norfolk State University National Alumni Asso-
ciation; and numerous awards by campus organizations and academic departments, as well as other community 
groups. 
 
Dr. Brooks, born May 27, 1910, died April 20, 1984 in Norfolk Community Hospital and is buried in the Calvary Ceme-
tery in Norfolk, Virginia. He was survived by his wife, Mrs. Evelyn Fields Brooks; two daughters, Miss Norma Ann Brooks 
and Miss Marechal-Neil Brooks. 

Lyman Beecher Brooks, undated. Norfolk 

State University. 



  

 

Certificate of Appreciation — Cheryl Battle was presented a 
certificate of appreciation for work with Mathews Master Gar-
deners in maintaining the herb garden at the Tompkins Cottage. 
Pictured: Reed Lawson, Cheryl Battle, Bobbi Hatton, and Martha 
McCartney.  

Christmas Parade — With the theme of ‘A Community Christ-
mas,’ Eloise Leslie and Hunt Thompson, tied for Best Civic Unit 
in the December 11th Mathews County Christmas Parade. As 
the youngest and oldest members of the society, they repre-
sented the community in which we live. 

Cleanup Day — On November 13th, MCHS members met to 
clean up a two-mile stretch of Tabernacle Road. Participants in 
the cleanup included, from left, Steve Pope, Oona May 
Tomcany, Bobbi Hatton, Mari Gibbs, and Liz Bateman. Oona 
May is the granddaughter of MCHS member Steve Pope. 

Holiday Open House—Tompkins Cottage docents provided 
tours and answered questions for the many visitors to the 
cottage on December 11th for the Holiday Open House event. 
Docents on duty were curator Becky Barnhardt, Bobbi Hatton 
and Reed Lawson. There were brisk sales of the new New Point 
Comfort Lighthouse ornament, as well as other MCHS orna-
ments, publications, and Capt. Sally dolls. Martha McCartney 
was on hand to sign her books, too.   

Mathews Archives — Henry Schlenk donated seven ledgers 
from the Mathews Ice Company that he rescued when the plant 
was torn down in 1988. The ledgers dated from 1929-1946. 
Pictured are Henry Schlenk and Becky Foster Barnhardt, Head 
of History and Genealogy at Mathews Memorial Library.  



  

 

Mathews County Historical Society Membership Application 
A friendly reminder - Our membership dues are renewable January 1st of each year!   

 
Name _____________________________________________ Phone ___________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email _____________________________________________ Date_________________________________ 

$ _______________ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Mathews County Historical Society. Please make your check paya-
ble to MCHS and submit along with this application to:  

Membership Chair | Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. | P. O. Box 855 | Mathews, VA 23109 

I am interested in the following member-
ship:  
_____ Individual, $35 per year  
_____ Couple/Family, $50 per year  
_____ Active Duty Military, $15 per year 
_____ Student (under 18), FREE 
_____ Lifetime Membership, $500 

I would like to make an additional gift 
to the preservation, collection & inter-
pretation of Mathews County  
history:  
_____ Researcher of MCHS, under $100 
_____ Friend of MCHS, $100  
_____ Benefactor of MCHS, $250 
_____ Historian of MCHS, $1000 

To benefit: 
 ________ Mathews Archives Fund 
 ________ New Point Comfort Light-
house Preservation Fund 
 ________ Thomas James Store Fund 
 ________ Publications Fund 
 ________ General Fund 
 ________ Tompkins Cottage Preserva-
tion Fund 

Donations to MCHS in 2021 

Historian 
Anonymous 
Reed Lawson – Thomas James Store in 
memory of Graham Hood 
Ann & David Norris 
Hunt Thompson – Thomas James Store 
in memory of Graham Hood 
Mathews Community Foundation  
J. Edwin Treakle Foundation  
 

Other Gifts and Services 
Martha McCartney – Paper cutter for 
Mathews Archives 
Tracey Lamanque – Electrical services 
for Thomas James Store 
 
 
 
 

Researcher 
Lori & Jay Black 
J. William Houlder Hudgins 
Virginia Jones 
Susan & Bob McCreary 
Rick Nunnally 
Hunter Owens 
Janice Phillips 
Mary & Steve Pope 
Sara Jo & Jimmy Whitten 
Kathy Winston 
 
Benefactor 
Mary Hunley – Thomas  
James Store in memory of Graham 
Hood 
 
 

Friend 
Brenda & Dennis Baker 
Liz & Jim Bateman 
Annette Breingan & Tyler White 
Janice F. Burgess 
Romy & Dick Hollerith 
Sue & Pete Jennette 
Nancy & Paul Katsuki 
Keith Lowe  
Ruth & Tim Morgan 
Ann Reeves  
David Richardson 
Donna Tompkins 
Sandy Warhol  
Sandy & Bob Warren 
Kathy Yent & Loyd White – Thomas 
James Store in memory of Amanda 
Taylor 
Gary Zabner  



  

 

2022 Mathews County Museum Calendar 
 

Gwynn’s Island Museum  
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, April – October  

1 p.m.-5p.m.  
 

Mathews Historical Museum 
Saturdays, Markets on Main and for Special Events 

 
Mathews Maritime Museum   

Fridays & Saturdays, May – November  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Thomas James Store  

Saturdays, April – October  
10 a.m.-1p.m. 

 
Tompkins Cottage Museum  
Saturdays, April – October   

10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Open House 

Saturday, November 19th | 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 10th 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 

Mathews County Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 855 
Mathews, VA 23109-0855 

2022 Mathews County Events Calendar 
 

May Faire 
Saturday, May 7th | 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 
Gwynn’s Island Festival 

Saturday, June 25th | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 

Mathews Market Days 
Saturday, September 10th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
Thanksgiving Market 

Saturday, November 19th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Christmas Farmers Market 
Saturday, December 10th | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

 
Mathews Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 10th | 1 p.m. 


