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On Friday, April 4th the Mathews County Historical
Society celebrated the completion of the Thomas
James Store preservation project. Members of the
Society and representatives from the several local
organizations gathered to celebrate this milestone
and recognize the combined efforts that culminated
in this successful project. Reed Lawson, president of
MCHS, thanked those whose efforts made it possible
to achieve this goal. She recognized the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, who administered
the National Park Service’s Hurricanes Florence and
Michael grant program, underwrote most of this
project’s cost. She also acknowledged the Mathews
Community Foundation, which awarded the Mathews
County Historical Society a grant that supported the
fabrication of new interpretative signs. The Society’s
consultants, Storybound Construction and Hudgins
Design Collaborative, were essential partners in this
important achievement, as was the Mathews Memorial
Library.

MCHS members who guided this project are Reed
Lawson, MCHS president; Marsha Carlton, TJS project
manager; Martha McCartney, historian and author;
Lois Biddison, graphic designer; John Hoffman, MCHS
Building and Grounds chairman; and Roger Emig, T|S
curator. The scope of this project included lifting and
stabilizing the Thomas James Store and replacing its
crumbling foundation. This important work assures the
future stability and preservation of this historical gem,
one of the oldest and best preserved rural commercial
structures in the Southeast and the oldest commercial
building in Mathews County.

The Thomas James Store’s new interpretive signs
document the building’s history and evolution. A QR
code provides visitors with access to more detailed
information on the building’s architectural features
and original hardware. Three new signs document
the contributions made by African Americans, both
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enslaved and free, to the Mathews County’s early
economy. Clear plexiglass panels on the north side

of the Thomas James Store’s exterior allow visitors

to view some of the original hand-hewn beams that
underpin the building. Once again, the adjacent library
courtyard is able to welcome visitors with its burbling
fountain and cheerful pots of flowers.
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Project editor Martha McCartney, left, points out one
of the new signage plaques to Martha Story at the
members reception to celebrate the re-opening of the

Thomas James Store on April 4, 2025.
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President Reed Lawson speaks at members reception
to celebrate the re-opening of the Thomas James Store.

Photos by Ray Stubblebine/MCHS
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A Message From The

President
Reed Lawson

Harpossprg!

What an exciting time! Thomas
James Store lift and rehabilitation
has been completed! From the mo-
ment we secured our grant, it has
been a rollercoaster ride. Project
manager Marsha Carlton and Build-
ing & Grounds chair John Hoffman
have seen the project through. Mar-
tha McCartney and Lois Biddison
were responsible for the new inter-
pretive signage and brochure. We
hosted a thank-you reception for
all of those who helped make the
project a success. They include the
Virginia Department of Historic Re-
sources, Storybound Construction,
MCVIC, county staff, and donors.
After being closed for more than a
year, the store is open to visitors.

The society has had a busy
winter:

The January winter party at Cindy
and Jack Kloke’s. It is always such a
pleasure to be in their home. Many
thanks!

The Annual Meeting and Dinner
in February recognized our outgo-
ing treasurer Hunt Thompson and
welcomed two new board members,
Diane Vogel (Tompkins Cottage
Curator) and George Overstreet
(Treasurer). Welcome! And, thanks
to Ray Stubblebine for the slideshow
featuring past events.

Our Black History Month speaker,
Bessida Cauthorne White of Middle-
seX, spoke on recognizing and sharing
family treasures. First Baptist Church
graciously co-sponsored with us.

The common thread in all our
events is our highly capable Social
Chair Mairi Furniss.

Looking ahead:

Music on Maple Avenue on May
2nd. Back in business at the Thomas
James Store!

The 2nd Patriotic Concert on
May 18th, sponsored by the Mathews
250 Committee, MCHS, Mathews
Museum and others.

The summer party on June 29th
at Providence, Jim and Celia McKin-
non’s home. The weather will coop-
erate this year!

Look for us at May Faire and
Gwynn’s Island Festival!

We welcome our newest members:
Craig DeRemer and Donna Givens,
Stan Grice, Sam Kern and Judy Har-
din, Lynn Lewis, Elaine Odell and
family, Kimberly and David Petts,
Robert Riddle, Dave and Debbie
Rollins, Reggie Thomas and Lynne
White and David Lowe. Thank you,
all, for your interest in the society
and validation of its mission.

As you know, it is that time of year!
We invite you to renew your member-
ship and ask you to encourage your
friends to join. Cheers!
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In Memoriam
Member Woodrow ‘Woody’
James of Dutton passed away
in late January.

Our heartfelt condolences to
his beloved Nancy, sons Ron
and Edward and extended
family.

Pax vobiscum.
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Left to right: treasurer George Overstreet, Diane Vogel, vice president Amy Baker, Mary Beth Almond, president
Reed Lawson, Marsha Carlton, Terri Hyman, John Hoffman, secretary Martha McCartney, Tim Morgan
and Ray Stubblebine. Liz Bateman was absent for the photo.



Mathews County Virginia 250
Spring Concert

SC
N MAPLEAVE

Tristan Dougherty
Trio

Courthouse Community Orchestra
Sunday, May, 18, 2025
3 p.m.
Harry M. Ward Auditorium

Mathews High School

Artist Hunter Owens

Free Admission

Patriotic music of the times to memorialize the
249th anniversary of the signing of
Virginia’s Declaration of Independence.
Co-sponsored by MCHS.

Ot Pplglace
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Sunday, June 29th

Thomas jallnes Store
44 Maple Avenue—.
Mathews

5-7 p.m.
At Providence, home of Jim and Celia McKinnon
. 505 Manor House Lane, Cobbs Creek
$30 per ticket Entrance on Route 3
and sponsorship levels available MCHS will provide fried chicken and beverages.
Small Town Burger Food Truck Bring guests, lawn chairs and a side dish to share!
Beer by Gloucester Brewing Company RSVP by June 25th to Mairi Furniss

Tickets can be purchased at MCVIC at scotslass6@gmail.com or 804-854-3639

Mathews County Historical Society
Officers and Board of Directors 2025

President: Reed Lawson Class of 2026
Vice President: Amy Baker Mary Beth Almond
Secretary: Martha McCartney Amy Baker
Treasurer: George Overstreet Marsha Carlton
Class of 2025 S LTS

Liz Bateman
Class of 2027

Terri Hyman

Martha McCartney Diane Vogel
Reed Lawson George Overstreet
Tim Morgan Ray Stubblebine




Mathews County Historical Society, Inc.
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Upcoming Events

Information inside

Friday, May 2 6-9 Sunday, May, 18, 3 p.m.
Music on Maple Ave Mathews County Virginia 250 Spring Concert
Thomas James Store Mathews High School
Saturday, May 10th, 8:00 am Sunday, June 29th, 5-7 p.m.
Mathews County Highway Cleanup Summer Solstice Party
MCHS Adopt-a-Highway 505 Manor House Lane, Cobbs Creek

Tabernacle Road
Meet at Mathews Convalescent Center
Pizza afterwards at MCVIC

We are pleased to announce that MCHS has attained the Platinum Seal of Transparency, the highest level
of visibility of nonprofits to potential donors. To access the society profile, visit www.guidestar.com.
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