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On Sunday, May 17, 2026, the Mathews County Historical Society will hold a Historic House Tour and Gar-
den Party from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. at Providence, a stately Georgian mansion that overlooks the Piankatank River 
near the Twigg Bridge. Providence has original richly-carved paneling and elaborate ornamental woodwork. Its 
gardens contain ancient trees, boxwood, magnolia and crepe myrtles. 

Providence was built by William Fitchett prior to 1815 and was one of Mathews County’s most costly 
homes. Fitchett, a prosperous merchant, was a court official. He derived income from his plantation and from 
the operation of a ferry across the Piankatank River. Providence, the home of Jim and Celia McKinnon, has not 
been on tour since 1984. 

The Providence House Tour and Garden Party is a MCHS fundraising effort in support of the Tompkins 
Cottage Lift, which will elevate the cottage above potential flood waters and storm water runoff. The Tompkins 
Cottage, an   important component of the Mathews Downtown Historic District, is on the Virginia Landmarks 
Register and the National Register of Historic Places.  

Tickets for this event are $65. They are available at Mathews County Visitor and Information Center. Infor-
mation on ordering tickets can be found at local retailers and online at www.mathewshistory.org.

Providence Manor to be on  
House Tour and Garden Party



MCHS Spring  
Newsletter 

 Presidents Message
John Hoffman

Spring has arrived in Mathews 
as the sound of birds singing and 
the sight of daffodil blooms replaces 
the cold, dark, and icy winter days.  
To start warming things up, we held 
our annual meeting on 9 February 
at the Westville Christian Church 
with good food, drink, and cama-
raderie enjoyed by all.  On behalf 
of the society, I would like to thank 
outgoing President Reed Lawson 
for her six years of hard work and 
dedication, outgoing Secretary 
Martha McCartney for keeping our 
records straight and our historical 
compass pointed to true North, 
and outgoing Board Member Tim 

Morgan for modernizing our gover-
nance structure.  Also, please join 
me in welcoming our new Secre-
tary Diane Pate to the board.

In February, we co-hosted a lec-
ture at Mathews Memorial Library 
on native American culture and 
history presented by Russell Reed, 
our local Native American subject 
matter expert.  This event was 
attended by 120 people, includ-
ing representatives of area Indian 
tribes.

We have a busy spring planned 
that started with our 20 March 
Vernal Equinox Party hosted by 
Ray Stubblebine and Ula Ilnytsky 
followed closely by the opening of 
the Tompkins Cottage and Thomas 
James Store on 4 April.  Please note 
that we are in need of additional 
docents and if you would like to 

join our docent-team, please con-
tact our Tompkins Cottage Curator 
Daine Vogel.

Next, we have Music on Maple 
on 1 May at the Thomas James 
Store, then May Faire on 2-3 May, 
followed by the Gwynn’s Island 
Festival on 27 June.  Please stop by 
our May Faire booth at Tompkins 
Cottage and our Gwynn’s Island 
Festival booth at the Civic Center.

The pinnacle of our spring ac-
tivities will be a fund raiser held at 
the Providence Georgian Manor in 
Dixie, Va. on the Piankatank River 
in May.  Please join us for a de-
lightful spring afternoon in a grand 
architectural setting with food, live 
music, and a mint julep.

On your mark, get set, go as we 
dash into an exciting spring!

The 2026 MCHS Board of Directors, from left to right: Diane Vogel, Diane Pate, John Hoffman,  
Mary Beth Almond, George Overstreet, Amy Baker, Terri Mock and Ray Stubblebine. 

Annual meeting
The Mathews County Historical Society membership met on Monday, February 9, 2026, for its Annual 

Meeting ad Dinner at Westville Christian Church Fellowship Hall. During the course of the meeting, retiring 
board members Reed Lawson, Martha McCartney and Tim Morgan were thanked for their service and presented 
Certificates of Appreciation. Terri Mock will begin a second term and newly-elected secretary Diane Pate will 
join the the Class of 2028. 

John Hoffman presented outgoing 
president Reed Lawson a crystal, 
engraved clock in thanks for her 

years serving as president.



MCHS will join Mathews County Visitor and 
Information Center in co-sponsoring Music on Maple 
on Friday, May 1, 2026. Initiated in May of 2019, MOM 
has been entertaining enthusiastic crowds with popu-
lar music at Thomas James Store as the stage and the 
library courtyard as front row seats. This May, Nature’s 
Child, a reggae band from Virginia Beach, will perform, 
beginning at 6 p.m. On the Flip Side food truck and 
Gloucester Brewing Co. will provide food and bever-
ages. Tickets and sponsorships are available at MCVIC 
and online at www.visitmathews.com. Save the Date to 
hear live music under the stars!

Tompkins Cottage 
& Thomas James Store

The 2026 season is here!  We are extremely ap-
preciative of our team of docents who provide tours, 
keeping the Tompkins Cottage and Thomas James 
Store open throughout the season.  Both museums 
are open on Saturdays from 10am to 1pm, coincid-
ing with the Farmer’s Market.  We are also open for 
special occasions and private tours during the fall and 
winter seasons.  We are excited to host field trips 
for Mathews Elementary School on Monday, 6/1 and 
Wednesday 6/3.

For more information on becoming a docent, or 
to arrange a tour, please contact Diane Vogel  
(dianevogel22@gmail.com).
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In Memoriam
Julian Douglas Wilton passed away on Thursday, 

February 5, 2026. A Kentuckian by birth, Doug with 
soul mate Jackie retired to Mathews County in 1971. 
He never relinquished his commitment to service 
to his church, Mathews County government and, 
specifically, MCHS. Doug served in many capacities, 
including president as well as being an ardent Tomp-
kins Cottage docent through the last season. Our 
heartfelt condolences go out to Jackie and his family. 

Pax vobiscum

Music on Maple



Spring Party
A fine time was had by all!

Ula Ilnytsky and Ray Stubblebine graciously opened their Craftsman-styled home to the member-
ship and guests for the 1st Annual Vernal Equinox Party on March 20th. We’re saying goodbye to sum-
mer and winter solstice parties –  Mother Nature won!

Hosts Ray Stubblebine and Ula Ilnytsky flank  
Treasurer George Overstreet.

The Outdoor Crew.

The crowd.Guests Janet and Mark Deschak and Tom Bowen  
with Mairi Furniss.



A Native History 
by Russell Reed

A recent event Mathews native and 
public historian Russell Reed spoke on 
“Mathews, Virginia, and the Eastern Wood-
lands: A Native History” on Thursday, 
March 5th to a sell-out, standing-room-only 
crowd at the library. The anthropology 
major with vast experience locally and 
internationally impressed his audience with 
his extensive knowledge of Tidewater-area 
indigenous peoples.
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Use the form below to order 
 tickets for 

Providence Tour  
& Garden Party



Mathews County Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 855
Mathews, VA 23109-0855

Upcoming Events

Mathews Archives
at Mathews Memorial 

Library

“The Virginia Campaign of 1775: Great 
Bridge & Removing Dunmore”

Dr. Patrick H. Hannum April 2nd 

7 p.m.   Mathews Memorial Library

Tompkins Cottage & Thomas James 
Store Open for the Season

April 4th – October 31st

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Mathews County Cleanup Day
April 18th      

8:00 a.m.   Meet at Mathews Convalescent Center

Music on Maple
Nature’s Child Reggae Band

May 1st

6 p.m.  Thomas James Store
Tickets and sponsorships at MCVIC

May Faire
May 2nd & 3rd 

9 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Mathews Court House

Mathews County VA250  
Patriotic Concert

May 15th

7:00 p.m.   Harry M. Ward Auditorium
Free Concert

Historic House Tour & Garden Party
May 17th

Providence Manor 
Home of Jim and Celia Mckinnon

2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Godspeed
June 17th

Williams Wharf Landing
Mathews County VA250 Event

Details to Follow

Gwynn’s Island Festival
June 27th

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Gwynn’s Island Civic Center


